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BRIGHTS OF NFTTLEBED 


THIRD GENERATION CLASSICAL FURNITURE SPECIALIST WITH 
1,500 DESIGNS IN STOCK TO INSPECT IN YOUR HOME PRIOR TO PURCHASE 











An exceptional cerejeira veneered, mother of pearl inlaid and rosewood banded library bookcase, the 
arched cavetto cornice above two central glazed and two side doors enclosing lights and glass inset 
adjustable shelves with inlaid edges between delicately inlaid angled uprights, the serpentine base with four 
trellis inlaid drawers and floral inlaid doors enclosing three adjustable shelves below. 

Width 104” I Depth 19^/4” f49cmj | Height 96” f244cmj £ 15,680 
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LEIGH ROAD . WIMBORNE MINSTER 
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ENJOY SINGLE ISSUES BY POST 

To make life easier, you can now buy single editions of the magazine online and have 
them posted directly to your home address. 

To order your copy, please visit 

chelseamagazines.com/the-english-home 
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BRITAIN-DEFINING THE INTERIOR 

Fine English Furniture, Silver and Works of Art 

Wednesday 4 November 2015 

New Bond Street, London - 
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sally.stratton@bonhanns 


+44 ( 0 ) 20 8963 2848 
guy.savill@bonhanns.conn 


A SET OF SIX GEORGE III 
MAHOGANY ARMORIAL 
HALL CHAIRS 

decorated with the crest of tha 
Stackhouse/Wynne-Pendarves 
family of Pendarves, Cornwall 

£ 20,000 - 30,000 


Provenance 

Pendarves, Cornwall 








scales 


Outside of work hours I have been enjoying. 


• Awarding Best in British Craftsmanship to the very 
talented Sebastian Cox at Decorex International. 

See page 105 for insight of his work and ethos. 

• Lighting scented candles to trial some of Mary 
Carroll's favourite scents (see page 122) and create 
a lovely ambience at home in the evenings. 

• Sipping fizz on the Rosebery Bus - a 1966 green- 
and-cream Routemaster double decker, which has 
been converted to become a travelling cocktail/ 
party/miniature restaurant venue for private 
occasions, and which turns up at all the best 
venues, from Goodwood to Ascot, therosebery.com 



T he interior designers and decorators I most admire 
are those who place comfort, sense of place and the 
needs and personality of the homeowner far 
beyond any desire to imprint a signature look when 
helping a client with their home. They know that decorating is 
fundamentally a means to create cosseting interiors perfectly 
suited to the owner, rather than showcases of design, and that 
this means thinking of the interiors not only in terms of style 
and aesthetics but from practical and sensory standpoints, too. 
In the autumn and winter months, these factors become even 
more important for us all, as nights draw in and the fireside 
calls. So, with this in mind, we share our own insights and the 
wonderful advice we have gleaned concerning ways to create a 
comfortable home setting: from using richer colour palettes 
that will still translate to yeanround use, to smart ways to add 
layers of comfort and insulation, and even the best home scents 
to fill rooms with comforting aromas, too. Thinking of sensory 
experiences, naturally leads us to consider the importance of 
‘touch’ - not just tactile textures, but with an eye to the 
importance of the touch of humanity in the pieces we choose 
for our home. There is a vital resurgence across the interiors 
industry in a mood to cherish craftsmanship - something 
regular readers will know has long been a core passion at The 
English Home. This issue, we consider some of the most 
significant names of a new generation of champions of 
craftsmanship. We are always seeking new names, so if you 
know of a local craftsman who is too busy ‘making’ to market 
themselves, please do champion their work to our team. 

With warm regards. 



Kerryn Harper-Cuss, Editor 


Follow us on Twitter, @englishhometeam, and 
I ■_ ■ Pinterest at pinterest.com/theenglishhome 
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Wonderfully friendly bench seating always has room to welcome one more 

Arundel oak large dining table £1 ,775 & bench £650; Keats large lantern pendant £80 each; 
Bowsley tableware from £10 for a dessert plate & jug from £16 



Create your own designs at neptune.com 
Stores nationwide 


NEPTUNE 












Accentuating highlights 

Instead of co-ordinating these hand-blown 
ceramic lights to the colour of the kitchen, they 
echo the colour of the seating (try Rockett St 
George for similar), which achieves an altogether 
more sophisticated and eye- catching final effect. 
Finn pendant, available in a variety of glazes and 
ceiling fittings, £90, Pooky 











CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT 



Bright blend 

Colourful tableware is not just 
for summertinne, mixing 
patterned dinnerware creates a 
relaxed, cheery mood on darker 
autumn and winter days. 

Mix & match dinnerware, from 
£8; Axis dining table and four 
chairs, £899; Axis bench, £189, 
all House of Fraser 

To the letter 

These vintage-inspired 
notebooks not only make lovely 
personalised jotters, but also a 
stylish decorative touch, when 
displayed on the bookshelf. 
Alphabooks decorative letter- 
shaped notebook, 13.5cm by 
18.5cm, £13, Lisa Angel 

Chocolate coating 
Known for its pigmented paints, 
such as this rich brown shade, 
and with an impressive following 
in the US, Benjamin Moore paint 
is now available to purchase 
online in the UK. Samples in 
over 3,500 colours can be 
ordered via the website. 
Weimaraner aura matte, £64 for 
3.8 litres, Benjamin Moore ► 









Apollo bath with Effusio over-bath shower system 


Sumptuous beauty - everyday praetieality 


W ho says that Free Standing baths are just for the oeeasional dunk? 

All of Albion’s 54 different Free Standing baths ean be eombined with a praetieal 
and luxurious over-head shower. To save spaee over a separate shower enelosure bath, 
use our Efhisio shower system. This mounts direetly to the eeiling - meaning you ean 
loeate your bath away from a wall yet still have praetieal showering. 


Everyday luxury and praetieality eombined. 


Request your broehure: 

Call 01255 831605 

or go to: www.albionbathco.com 

ALBION 

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory 




CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 
Strength in numbers 

These fashionably geometric 
glass tiles have a delicate sheen, 
yet are durable and practical for 
bathroom and kitchen walls. 
Genau glass tiles (top); Voni 
glass tiles (bottom), £149.95 a 
square metre. Original Style 
Spot on 

Combine chevron patterns 
with bold circular or spot print 
fabrics for a striking and 
contemporary combination. 
Chair-back in Starla; chair-front 
in Boho Velvet, both £85 a 
metre, Sanderson 
Hero piece 

Oka has collaborated with Nicky 
Haslam to create a second 
exclusive range. One of our 
favourite pieces from the 
collection is this impressively 
sized, yet subtly hued, cabinet. 
Strawberry Gothic cabinet by 
Nicky Haslam, 220cm x 55cm x 
235cm, £4,250, Oka 
Versatile design 
If struggling to find a stove to fit 
into an oddly sized fireplace, try 
Stovax's Stockton model, which 
comes in eight sizes and with a 
choice of doors and canopies. 
Stockton 8 wood burning and 
multi-fuel stove, available in four 
colours, £1,019, Stovax ^ 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 
Hedgerow colours 

Check patterns in rich berry tones 
never fail to provide an inviting 
visual warmth for wintertime. Yet 
by blending the punchy 
undertones of berry colours with 
a generous helping of cream, the 
colourway is bright and befitting 
in the lighter seasons too. 

Isabel scatter back two seater 
sofa in Keynes berry, £1,700; 
cushions, from £45, accessories 
all Laura Ashley 
Smooth delivery 
Take the effort out of transferring 
bundles from the log store to the 
fire with this rattan log trolley. 
Stack ample supplies, then easily 
wheel inside using the cut-out 
handles, before the cold bites. 
Rattan trolley, £120, Cox & Cox 
Shapely combination 
Make a statement with this copper 
and wood bath. Crafted from oak 
stripes and a single piece of hand 
beaten copper sheeting, its curved 
shape is perfect to sink into. 

Sloop bath, 1 78cm x 85cm x 70cm, 
£5,250, Hurlingham ■ 
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CHESNEY’S 



Luxury fired by design 


LONDON I NEW YORK | SHANGHAI 


Chesney’s has fireplace and stove dealers throughout the UK • chesneys.co.uk 








Waggy Dog large tea cosy, £49, 
The Other Duckling 


Manor classic candle in Library, 
£28, True Grace 


WARM GLOW 


set, £71.95, 
The Farthing 


Armorial log bin, 
£225, Adventino 


Beat floor light 
in Black, £855, 
Tom Dixon 
at Amara 


Victorian stool 
(102cm X 64cm x 38cm high), 
£725, plus 1m of fabric, 
David Seyfried 


Wrenbury round mirror 
in vintage oak, £1,823, 
William Yeoward 


Curling up in a chair with a good book and watching 
flickering flames in the hearth is one of the season’s greatest 
pleasures, so prepare the setting well Add a stylish light 
to read by, ensure a favoured tipple - whether sloe gin 
or a smoky brew - is close to hand, light a scented candle 
and put your feet up for an hour or two. Essential fireside 
accoutrements will assist in maintaining a cheery blaze, 
whilst a shapely mirror or atmospheric artwork above the 
mantel will complete the enticing fireside scene. 


Pink, orange, and purple glass 
decanters, £120 each, Waterford 
at John Lewis 
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HURLINGHAM 

The Bath Company 



ACANTHUS EMPIRE 


Bronze 


www.hurlinghambaths.co.uk 

For Stockists: T: 01400263310 E: salcs@hurlinghambaths.co.uk 





Geometric II 
collection of fabrics 
and wallpapers, 
Cole & Son 


Lattice in Leoni, £98.73 a square 
metre, Quirky B carpet collection, 

Ben Pentreath for Alternative Flooring 


Nomess Copenhagen 
3-pack Display Tray in 
red, £70, Amara 
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Geometric patterns do not immediately fit the stereotypical 
perception of the English interior aesthetic, however, David 
Hicks (19294998) - seminal designer/decorator of the 
60s, 70s and 80s, who enjoyed clients from the aristocracy, 
media and fashion - proved that classical ingredients could 
sit alongside graphic colour combinations as well as 
geometrically precise prints and carpet designs, with great 
aplomb. Today, a re-emerging interest in introducing 
geometry into interiors is readily apparent once again. 


Saga gold lantern 
pendant, £150, 
Living by 
Christiana 
Lemieux at 
House of Fraser 


Jive Tables, small, £1,410; large, 
£1,445, Helen Green 


Lapa cushion, £55, Do South Shop 


Set of four 
Multicolour 
Geometric 
espresso cups and 
saucers, £24.95, 
Dotcomgiftshop 



Richard Nixon throw, 
Camel/Natural, £295, 
Jonathan Adler at Amara 



Teal wooden vase, £40; yellow 
wooden vase, £45, House of Fraser 



By Appointment to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
Manufacturers of French Polishes, Stains and Wax Polishes 
John Myland Limited, London 


MYLANDS 

ESTABLISHED LONDON 1884 



Colours of London® 

Traditional craftsmanship and finest 
quality from London's oldest paint maker 

New colours available 


www.mylands.co.uk 
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TITCHMARSH & GOODWIN 



01473 252158 ^-- ^ 

www.titchmarsh-goodwin.co.uIc 
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NOTEBOOK 


Our monthly digest of inside information on people, places and pursuits 



PURSUITS 


Chocolate Nemesis 


Purists will punt for short, dark and 
slightly bitter; others will opt for a 
longer, creannier and somewhat 
sweeter drink. Whatever the taste for 
hot chocolate, this is arguably the 
season in which it becomes the 
beverage of choice. 

Whilst specialists Paul A Young, 
Rococo, Vairhona and Charbonnel et 
Walker purvey tempting offerings, in 


Hot Chocolate, (£9.99, Ryland Peters 
& Smafi) food writer Hannah Miles 
suggests starting from scratch, using 
varying combinations of 70 per cent 
dark chocolate, cream, cornflour and 
egg yolk to arrive at a desirable 
blend of flavour and mouthfeel. 
Suggested flavourings include rum, 
Amaretto, and salted caramel. 
Resistance, we think, is futile. 


Diary - events worth noting 


FESTIVE PLANNING Christmas preparations 
begin in November at West Dean College, 
West Sussex, with a strong selection of 
seasonal activities on offer. Now is the time 
to book for workshops on making wreaths 
and garlands with garden foliage, gilded 
glass baubles, and tree decorations. 

Events throughout November, westdean.org.uk 



CREATIVE OUTLET Take inspiration from the 
recent television programme Life in Squares 
and book a workshop at 
Charleston House, where the 
drama was filmed. On offer 
during November: tapestry, 
an introduction to oil 
painting, hand-sewn 
patchwork and quilting, and 
woodcut Christmas cards. 

Workshops from 17 November, 
charleston.org.uk 


CULINARY CLASSES 

The School of Artisan Food 
in Nottinghamshire launches 
the festive season with a 
number of short courses that have a 
Christmas mood. Courses include those 
considering autumn preserves, festive 
confections, artisan patisserie, wild yeasts 
and sourdough, and Christmas baking. 
Throughout November, schoolofartisanfood.org 


A Good Read 

The Curated House by 
Michael S Smith and 
Julia Reed (£45, Rizzoli) 

Californian interior 
designer Michael S Smith 
has worked all over the 
world, completing several significant 
projects in the UK, where he blends 
European classicism with a cool. New 
World style. This examination of work 
confirms his place as one of the most 
sought-after designers today. Pleasingly, 
Smith’s line of country-house fabrics, 

Jasper Fabrics, is distributed in this country 
through Jamb, the antiques specialist. ► 
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David C.H. Austin 


Plant roses this autumn for abundant 
summer blooms 

D avid Austin’s English Roses connbine exceptional beauty and delicious 
fragrances with outstanding health, reliability and vigour By planting English 
Roses in the conning weeks, you will be giving them ample time to establish in the 
garden, before they burst into fragrant bloom next summer For help selecting your 



roses, contact our rose experts. 

Were offering readers of The English hlome 1 5% OFF* every time you shop with us 
before November 30^^ 20 1 5. 

Visit: www.davidaustinroses.conn I Call: 01902 376300 I Quote code: EH24 


David Austin® 


* This offer excludes postage and packing and cannot be used in conjunction with any other David Austin Roses offer. 


PEOPLE 



Jessica Light 

Passementerie specialist Jessica Light 
has crafted many designs for auspicious 
figures spanning the worlds of fashion 
and interiors, not least John Stefanidis 
and Vivienne Westwood. Ceylon is her 
new collection of trims, tassels and 
tiebacks. Launched this year, it is 
inspired by the items discovered by 
adventurers of the past, such as printed 
Indian cottons and artefacts from the 
South Seas, whilst materials include 
cotton and rayon with “a dash of warm 
bronze or sophisticated silver”. 
jessicalightxo.uk 



Roger Oates 


Experts in flatweave carpet, Roger Oates 
and partner Fay have become well known 
for their designs in smart stripes and 
cheerful colours that are ideal for stairs 
and halls. Now, the Herefordshire 
company has launched a customisation 
service, in which clients may select 
colours from the Roger Oates palette, or 
arrange for a particular colour to be dyed 
especially. The service is priced 
individually and varies according to the 
length, design and colours chosen. A 
minimum order of 20m flatweave applies. 
rogeroates.com 





Eleanor Lakelin 

Sharp-eyed visitors to Decorex this year may well have noticed the work of Eleanor 
Lakelin, maker of sculptural forms and vessels in wood. Lakelin, who trained at the 
London College of Furniture (now The Cass School of Design) worked as a cabinet 
maker for ten years before turning her hand to more artistic practises. “I am particularly 
interested in the way natural elements and processes layer and colour wood and how 
the passage of time is etched into the fibres of the material,” she says. Her work may be 
seen at The New Craftsmen and is available for commission, eleanorlakelin.co.uk ► 
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PLACES 



The World of Wedgwood 

“We’re trying to ensure that production of Wedgwood 
remains in the UK and specifically Stoke^ornTrent” 
explains Heather Broadhurst, general manager of World 
of Wedgwood, the moniker given to the revitalised 
Wedgwood visitor centre, museum and factory. Visitors 
might take in the Wedgwood Museum housing its 
internationally important ceramic collection, a factory 
tour and a spot of shopping, followed by tea at the 
Wedgwood tearoom, worldofwedgwood.com 


Gloucester Services 

Journeys on the M5 will doubtless be improved by a stop at the 
award-winning motorway service station, Gloucester Services. Sister to 
the more established Tebay services in Cumbria, this is the latest 
project from the Dunning family who bring a farm-shop ethic to their 
establishments, sourcing as much from local suppliers as possible. 

Find a sit-down canteen, takeaway services and a store offering 
provisions, homeware and select clothing ranges, gloucesterservices.com 




Thomas Cubitt 


In addition to having a hand 
in Buckingham Palace, 
Thomas Cubitt, the Victorian 
builder, was responsible for 
developing swathes of 
Belgravia, including parts 
of Eaton Square. The 
eponymous gastropub on 
Elizabeth Street, offers good 
pub fare on the panelled 
ground floor, and a well 
appointed dining room on 
the first, where one might 
expect oven-roasted grouse 
or pan-seared sea bream. 
Equidistant from Victoria 
station and Sloane Square, 
this is an ideal spot to meet 
if a journey to or from Victoria 
station is in the offing. 
thethomascubitt.co.uk ■ 
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CATCHPOLE & RYE 

KENT ENGLAND 



Showrooms London 

282-284 Fulham Road Chelsea 
SWIO 9EW T. +44 (0)207 351 0940 

sales@catchpoleandrye.com 


Showrooms (if Workshops Kent 

Saracens Dairy Pluckley Road Pluckley 
TN27 OSA T. +44 (0)1233 840 840 

WWW. catchpoleandrye. com 
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The Boyles bought the antique 
horse sculpture fronn Anton & K 
in Winchcombe. Deirdre bought 
the enormous Persian rugs at 
[ a Christie's auction. The large 
vintage silk, flowery cushion is- > 
^ from The Fountaynjp ijaterioc^^^ 






ABOVE The French 
chandelier above the 
table carries 24 
candles, and Deirdre 
says it looks 
spectacular when lit. 
The chairs were 
handmade by The 
Dormy House and 
covered in Beacon 
Hill's Chenille fabric 
in Pewter. 


O n a dreary October day some 16 years 
ago, young couple Deirdre and Henry 
Boyle drove down a steep track, deep in 
the countryside, to find themselves 
looking at a big Grade II listed converted barn. Having 
been to a fancy-dress party the night before, Deirdre 
still felt full of champagne, whilst Henry’s head bore 
traces of bright red colouring from his punk outfit. 

“The barn wasn’t looking its best, so maybe it was 
the champagne, but we took one look at this lovely 
old Cotswold-stone building and were blown away 
by it,” remembers Deirdre. “I’d actually made an 
unsuccessful bid for another house at an auction, 
so an estate agent friend knew to call me when this 
came up for sale privately.” Lots of houses in the 
Cotswolds are sold ‘off radar’ so it is always worth 
registering interest with agents. 

The couple, who had three young daughters at the 
time, were living in a small cottage in a nearby village 
and needed somewhere larger. Their new home came 
with five bedrooms and three bathrooms, and stood 
in 23 acres of wild countryside, with numerous 


springs on its land. “It was hard to say which of us 
was the most delighted with it,” says Deirdre. “Henry, 
because he loves wildlife, or me, because I love to 
entertain, and the barn was large enough for the 
biggest of parties. Especially as the design is linear 
and each reception room leads into another.” 

The barn lies well off the beaten track. “We have 
badgers, muntjac, pheasants, a heron - there’s plenty 
of room for them all,” Deirdre explains. “Although, 
the duck who recently hatched her brood on one of 
our balconies clearly didn’t think so!” The 23 acres 
actually include three lakes, one thought to be a stew 
pond mentioned in the Domesday Book. Meanwhile, 
the springs date from Roman times, with traces of 
ancient terracotta pipework. The grounds also include 
a boathouse, a tree house, tennis courts, two terraces 
and a barbecue area, making it the perfect place in 
which the couple’s four daughters could grow up. 
“Every room has French windows, so we never feel 
cut off from the garden,” Deirdre adds. 

The sixteenth-century barn had been converted in 
the 1970s by interior designer Lyn Le Grice and her ► 
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ABOVE The large 
19th-century rose 
damask gilt-framed 
armchair is from 
Ashton Gower 
Antiques in 
Stow-on-the-Wold. 
LEFT This wonderful 
Cotswold-stone 
building began as 
a 1 6th-century barn 
and was converted 
into a dwelling by 
well-known stenciller 
and interior designer 
Lyn Le Grice and 
her husband Jeremy 
in the 1970s. 
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ABOVE The Mark 
Wilkinson kitchen 
units were in such 
good condition that 
the Boyles kept them, 
along with the Aga. 
The units were 
repainted as Deirdre 
found the original 
'racing green' colour 
too dark. 

LEFT The boathouse, 
built by the previous 
owners, on one of 
the beautiful lakes. 
OPPOSITE After 
replacing a small 
window in the kitchen 
with a much larger 
one, the room is now 
filled with light. The 
previous owners had 
taken away the pan 
rack above the island 
so the couple asked 
Mark Wilkinson to 
make another. 






Jim 

Lawi^nce 



Experience the full range at www.jim-lawrence.co.uk 
Call: 01473 826934 Visit our showroom: The Ironworks, Lady Lane, Hadleigh, Suffolk IP7 6BQ 



Deirdre spent a long time sourcing the perfect shade of paint to link 
the old oak beams and the honey-coloured Cotswold stone 


husband Jeremy. “Lyn was well known for her 
stencilling and paint effects, and there is still some 
of her work in the kitchen,” says Deirdre. The next 
family to live there built an extension, and invested 
in good^quality fittings, such as the beautiful joinery 
in the library area, as well as building a boat house 
and tennis courts, so the couple did not have 
to change much initially. Over the years, however, 
the Boyles repainted the dark green Mark 
Wilkinson kitchen cabinets in a much softer cream; 
they also enlarged a tiny kitchen window as well as 
putting in new windows. “We also upgraded the 
plumbing, insulated the ceilings and put in 
a new bathroom for the children,” says Deirdre. 
Additionally, the Boyles obtained planning 
permission to create a little study area within the 
eaves, which they fitted with a light shaft to help 
bring more sunshine into the room. 


“The existing front door was a rather ordinary 
ledge^andTrace affair, which didn’t suit the house, 
so I went to Cox’s reclamation yard at Moretondm 
Marsh in search of another,” says Deirdre. “There, 

I found a glazed oak door, which, amazingly, fitted 
like a dream.” 

Part of the extension, created by the previous 
owners, included a woodshed, which the Boyles 
turned into a self-contained annexe, installing 
underfloor heating, and folding doors to separate 
a rather large room and a smaller kitchen, made by 
a joiner. Marble worktops came, via a reclamation 
yard, from the cladding of the bombed Nat West 
building in the City of London. “It’s the sort of place 
where the girls can play on their drum kits as loudly 
as possible, but thankfully the neighbours would never 
know,” Deirdre laughs. Finally, the couple insulated 
and decorated a little one-storey bullpen in the ► 


ABOVE The guest 
suite is part of the 
extension built by 
the previous owners, 
and the new guest 
annexe is below. 

The headboards and 
valances are in fabric 
from Laura Ashley, 
and the vintage fabric 
cushions are from 
The Old Pill Factory 
in Witney. 
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ABOVE The 16th- 
century beanns in the 
master bedroom had 
already been painted 
off-white to make 
them recede into the 
background. Deirdre 
added a false beam, 
so she could include 
more lighting by 
Monroe Lighting. The 
vintage fabric 
eiderdown is from 
The Old Pill Factory 
in Witney, and 
Prestbury Upholstery 
made the padded 
leather headboard. 
RIGHT The guest suite 
bathroom was in such 
excellent condition, 
the Boyles have kept 
it as they found it. 


garden for Deirdre’s study. The biggest improvement 
here came in the form of spotlights, which add a sense 
of depth and interest. “Good lighting can make any 
space seem less utilitarian,” she maintains. 

When it came to furnishings, Deirdre went to a lot 
of trouble to source suitable pieces. “I always try to 
buy the best quality I can afford, and often the way 
to do that is by going to auctions,” she reveals. 

It was during a trip to Paris that Deirdre found the 
perfect tapestry for her sitting room. To be sure it 
would look right, she first photographed the tapestry 
then projected the image onto the wall. “It looked 
wonderful, so then I had cushions made with colours 
to match the tapestry,” she says. She also spent a long 
time looking for the perfect shade of paint for the 
walls to link the old oak beams and the warm, 
honey-coloured Cotswold stone. 

With its lakes and springs, water is very much 
part of surrounding landscape. “At one time there were 
lots of mills here,” explains Deirdre. Today, however, 
the nearby river does not race along quite so quickly, 
and there is plenty of time to drink in the timeless 
beauty of this wonderful setting. ■ 
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( ENGAGING > 
TALKS BY 
EXPERT GUEST 
k SPEAKERS > 




Proud to be in partnership with % National Trust 


Enriching cultural experiences 
aboard small ship Minerva 


Sail around the British Isles in complete comfort on our small ship 
Minerva^ which boasts the ambience of a country house hotel. On 
board, discover excellent facilities including spacious lounges, 
welcoming bars and well-appointed cabins, and attentive, 
unobtrusive staff who ensure service is always at the perfect pace. 

Joining you on this cruise will be a maximum of 350 like-minded 
passengers who share your thirst for knowledge, along with 
carefully selected, renowned National Trust Guest Speakers. 
Engaging, approachable and passionate, their expert talks bring 
each destination to life, uncovering layers of intriguing history and 
transforming your voyage into a truly enriching journey. 

Join us and you will discover a cruise experience that has set 
Swan Hellenic apart for more than 60 years, and that continues 
to set the benchmark for those with a mind to travel. 

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE WITH SO MUCH INCLUDED 

• Shore excursions up to the value of £650 • All meals with 
open- seated dining • Engaging talks by expert Guest Speakers 

• All gratuities • Porterage of luggage • All port taxes 

• Selection of onboard activities and entertainment 



COUNTRY HOUSE 
STYLE SHIP 




WORLD-CLASS 
GUEST SPEAKERS 


UNIQUE PORTS 
OECALL 


CELTIC TRADITIONS and 
EDINBURGH’S TATTOO 


England • Channel Islands • Wales • Ireland • Scotland 
Departs 3 August 2016 


14-day cruise from £2,336 

YOUR CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS 


• Designed in partnership with the 
National Trust and featuring a range of 
themed excursions 

• Explore the fascinating 17th 
century Tredegar House, one of the 
architectural wonders of Wales 

• Admire the magnificent Georgian 
architecture which lends elegance 
to Dublin’s Merrion Square, St 
Stephen’s Green and Trinity College 


FARES PER PERSON MINI60803 


CABIN TYPE 

STANDARD 

FARE 

DISCOUNTED 

FARE 

SAVING 

Balcony 
Suites from 

£6,270 

£5,643 

£627 

Outside 
Cabins from 

£3,425 

£3,083 

£342 

Inside 

Cabins from 

£2,595 

£2,336 

£259 


• Discover the protected flora and 
fauna of the unspoilt Outer Hebrides 

• Overnight in Scotland’s capital 
for the chance to explore the city 
and witness the majestic Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

• Visit the impressive Wallington 
Estate, gifted to the National Trust 
by Sir Charles Trevelyan 


qPoiI of Tyne 




Oi St Peter Port 


CALL US FREE ON 0800 567 7367 

For further details on all our cruises or to request a brochure please call today, 
visit www.swanhellenic.com or contact your local travel agent 

We’re open seven days a week, Monday to Friday 9am-8pm, Saturday 9am-5.30pm, Sunday 1 0am-4pm. 


c» itfSt 


ABTA NO.W0302 


Calls to 0800 numbers are free. All fares apply to new bookings only, are oorreot as of 22nd September 2015, are subjeot to availability and may be withdrawn at any time and must be booked by 30th November 2015. Fares shown are 
based on twin oooupanoy. Fares shown represent the lowest oabln grade available. Retrospeotlve dlsoounts oannot be applied. For full terms and oondltlons please visit www.swanhellenle.eom. Flights Ineluded are eeonomy and where 
appileable overseas airport transfers apply to Swan Hellenie dedleated group flights only. Travel Insuranee Is not Ineluded. Booking terms and oondltlons apply. Swan Hellenie Is a trading name of All Leisure Holidays. ABTA W0302 ATOL 3897. 
Data proteetlon - Swan Hellenie Is part of All Leisure Holidays, Compass House, Roekingham Road, Market Harborough, Leleestershire, LEI 6 7QD. For further Information, please see the Swan Hellenie Privaey Polley at www.swanhellenle.eom 
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Supermodel David Gandy takes us around his stylish j 
. London abode and reveals his love of animals and all 
things vintage, with inspiration from the world of fashion 


FEATURE JILL SHEARER PHOTOGRAPHS TIM BEDDOW 
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ABOVE The sitting 
room is comfortable 
and relaxing, with 
Oka armchairs and 
a sofa from Sofas 
& Stuff, upholstered 
in smart checks 
and herringbone 
tweeds from 
Holland & Sherry. 


D avid Gandy has one of British fashion’s 
most familiar faces. His piercing blue 
eyes and classically chiselled features have 
been gazing out at us from billboards 
and magazine covers since 2006 when, as a 26'yeanold 
model, he was chosen as the face of fashion house 
Dolce (Sc Gabbana. In 2012, he was the only man 
to appear on the UnionJacDshaped catwalk as part 
of the Olympics closing ceremony, and has been 
photographed by luminaries such as Mario Testino 
and Rankin. But he is not just a pretty face - he has 
designed a successful underwear range for Marks (Sc 
Spencer, and his charity work includes fundraising for 
cancer and environmental charities, as well as being 
the first celebrity ambassador for Battersea Dogs (Sc 
Cats Home. He has also recently completed his first 
large interior project - a handsome period London 
home, where he is able to enjoy spending his time 
between fashion shows and shoots. 

For such a high-profile figure in the fashion world, 
his West London home is surprisingly low key. Warm, 
weathered surfaces engender a lived-in feel, furniture is 


comfortable rather than showy; it is the sort of home 
where guests feel invited to kick back and relax rather 
than stand on ceremony and worry about wearing 
shoes or putting keys down on a pristine surface. 

“Location was important,” he says. “After living 
in the area for seven years, I had got to know it, and 
loved it, so I knew this was where I wanted my first 
big renovation project.” He had been fortunate to 
discover a mid-Victorian house, which had scope 
to extend and was in need of updating. He engaged 
nutbuilds, a local firm run by Richard Sadler, who 
has since become a good friend. 

“The house was in such bad condition when I 
bought it,” David recalls. “There weren’t very many 
of the original Victorian features, but I reinstated 
Victorian fireplaces, bathtubs and tiling and laid 
vintage parquet in a herringbone pattern throughout.” 

The builder dug eight feet down into the basement 
to create space for a bedroom and utility room along 
with a large snug below ground level. A small bedroom 
on the first floor was transformed into a practical 
dressing room, lined with plenty of oak-fronted ► 
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LEFT A compact 
dining area connects 
the kitchen and 
sitting room. The 
table was a fortuitous 
Gumtree find. 

ABOVE A panelled 
effect was created 
using lengths of 
dado rail in the hall 
and up the stairs. 
BELOW Tumbled-oak 
parquet flooring, 


which extends from 
the hall to the sitting 
and dining rooms, 
adds to the relaxed, 
lived-in feel. 

BELOW LEFT The 
map of London, 
which lines one wall 
of the study, is from 
Andrew Martin. 
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The kitchen at the back 
of the house is by Tonn 
How ley. Outside, a 
small terrace 
incorporates the glass 
skylight, which lets 
light into the basement 
study, into the design. 




Vintage pieces sit alongside bespoke 
cabinetry and colours are muted, with 
natural tones of oatmeal and grey 


cupboards, shelves and drawers for David’s, not 
surprisingly, extensive wardrobe. 

David was very involved in the project from the 
beginning. He has always taken an interest in interiors, 
and reveals that one of his great pleasures is shopping 
for antiques with his mother, Brenda. 

“I didn’t want anything modern or minimalist,” 
reveals David. “I wanted the house to feel cosy and 
livedun. I’ve been lucky to do a lot of travelling from 
a very young age, so there have been many influences. 
Every time I saw something I liked in a location house 
or hotel, I would take a picture to remind me.” 

Vintage pieces sit alongside bespoke cabinetry and 
colours are muted, with natural tones of oatmeal and 
grey. Over the years, David had amassed a contact list 
of shops and websites where he knew he would be able 
to find the sorts of things he liked, and he spent a ^ 


ABOVE Cable-knit 
cushions and a soft 
wool throw add 
texture in the master 
bedroom. The bed is 
from Sofas & Stuff. 
LEFT Warm, neutral 
tones and a 
weathered leather 
armchair provide a 
restful foil to soft 
furnishings in crisp 
checks and tweeds. 
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With such a hectic lifestyle^ often away on location or working erratic 
hours even when in London, David’s home is a place of sanctuary 


ABOVE David's 
dressing room 
is enviable, chic 
and practical with 
bespoke floor-to- 
ceiling drawers 
and plenty of 
hanging space. 
ABOVE RIGHT David 
spent a great deal of 
time sourcing the 
master bathroom 
tiles, which he 
discovered at Eden 
Clay. The Marseille 
Cyprium copper 
bateau bath came 
from The Cast Iron 
Bath Company. 


lot of time on websites, such as Gumtree and eBay, 
as well as browsing antiques markets, both in Britain 
and in France, sourcing unusual vintage pieces. 

Particular favourites are Rose (Sc Grey and Eden 
Clay, which “has incredible service and the most 
amazing choice of tiling and wooden floors as well 
as period radiators.” One of the few nods to the 
fashion world is a preponderance of houndstooth and 
Prince of Wales checks by Holland (Sc Sherry, inspired 
by his collection of suits from Savile Row adding an 
urbane, masculine note. 

David spent a great deal of time on the design of the 
bathrooms, and each one now feels like an indulgent 
haven with double sinks, huge showers and generously 
proportioned baths. Although fairly minimal in style 
and layout, great attention was paid to the surfaces 
with complementary combinations of scale and texture 
to provide interest and a sense of luxury. “The tiles. 


grouting, flooring, resin walls, lights and taps, 
as well as the fittings, all took a long time to decide 
on and research, but I actually love the bathrooms 
the most,” he reveals. 

With such a hectic lifestyle, often away on location 
or working erratic hours even when in London, 

David’s home is an important place of sanctuary. 

His girlfriend’s dog Alfie is a frequent visitor, where he 
is welcomed up onto the sofas and chairs as much as 
any other guest. “I’ve grown up with dogs at home, and 
worked as a volunteer at a dogs sanctuary from the age 
of 15, so it sometimes sounds strange to people when 
I tell them I don’t have pets of my own,” he explains. 
“Pets are a huge responsibility, and I’m away 
a lot of the year with work, so to have a dog at the 
moment would be irresponsible. As an ambassador for 
Battersea Dogs and Cats home, I get to spend time 
with the animals there.” ■ 
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NEW 


GUILDFORD SHOWROOM OPENS 12TH NOVEMBER 2015 


TOMHOWLEV.CO.UK/KENHO 

CALL 0161 848 1200 FOR A BROCHURE. QUOTE CODE K-ENHOOl 

FREE DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE BRITISH CRAFTSMANSHIP 

LONDON W1 020 7499 5145 ALTRINCHAM 0161 929 5392 BRISTOL 01179 730 981 

CHELSEA 020 7584 1218 BEACONSEIELD 01494 673 443 ESHER 01372 462 378 

ALDERLEY EDGE 01625 599 636 BRENTWOOD 01277 214 587 HARROGATE 01423 529 878 


A MEMBER OF THE NEVILLE JOHNSON GROUP 







After an unappealing exteriqf caused’thelYoungs to think 

oor, 


tvvicfe_about stepping through the ffont^oor, they ha 
silfce learned it is what is bn the.lnside that counts 


PHOTOfeRlkPHS 


FEATURE AND STYLING JILL SHEARER 


DAVID PARMITER 









Hermione chose a broad check fabric 
in a sunny yellow from Brunschwig & 
Fils to cover the sitting-room sofas, 
whilst cushions covered in a Colefax 
and Fowler floral add soft femininity. 
The ottoman is covered in a kilim rug 



CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE A pretty 
kneehole desk sits 
between a pair of 
French bergeres. 

The Aga is flanked by 
bespoke cabinetry 
painted in French 
Grey by Little Greene. 
Mirrored splash-backs 
behind the Aga and 
sink reflect the sleek 
polished granite of 
the worktop. 

The glass table in the 
dining room was 
made to Hermione's 
own design based 
on an old bell- 
ringing surround. 


ermione Young has been working in 
interior design for more than 30 years, 
and has become used to seeing beyond 
immediate first impressions to envisage 
the possibilities within a building. However, when she 
and her husband, Robert, first pulled up outside the 
house that is now their home, they almost turned tail 
and drove away. “The friend who had originally 
suggested we go to view it warned us not to run away 
without looking inside,” Hermione remembers with 
a rueful smile. “Fortunately for us - as it later turned 
out - the husband who lived there had spotted us 
arriving and came out to meet us, otherwise I think 
we might have gone straight home.” 

The couple were moving from a barn in West Sussex, 
which Hermione had converted to create a beautiful 
home that had suited them perfectly. They had been 
house-hunting for months, spreading their net ever 
wider, but could find nothing to replace their beloved 
barn. “Eventually, I decided that I was going to have to 


look for something completely different; we were never 
going to find something like that again.” 

A friend of Hermione’s, who lived in a pretty 
Wiltshire village, mentioned that she knew someone 
who was thinking of putting their house on the 
market. She was meeting the owner for coffee later that 
week and asked whether Hermione would like her to 
enquire if she and Robert could come and have a look 
next time they were visiting. “I told her ‘nothing 
ventured...’” Hermione recalls. “But whatever you do,” 
the friend had added, “don’t leave before you’ve seen 
inside. Because it has no kerb appeal at all.” 

The oldest part of the house dates from around the 
1780s, and it served as one of the village pubs during 
the First and Second World Wars. Over the years, it 
had been added to and extended, and it now had the 
generous accommodation Hermione and Robert were 
looking for, along with a spacious drawing room and 
an ancient barn adjacent. “We needed at least four 
double bedrooms for visitors and family - between 
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ABOVE The former 
barn adjacent to the 
house is Robert's 'man 
cave'. The beautifully 
patinated oak table is 
a seventeenth-century 
French bread table. 
LEFT The delicate 
eighteenth-century 
side table, which was 
inherited from 
Hermione's parents, is 
thought to be 
by Chippendale. 
OPPOSITE With its 
rows of floor-to-ceiling 
bookshelves, 
comfortable sofa and 
large screen, this is 
a perfect space for 
Robert to research his 
film projects. The 
check fabric used for 
the sofa is by Rubelli. 


us, we have three children and a grandchild on the way. 

I also wanted a big drawing room, because we had a 
lovely one in the barn, and it made such a difference.” 

Once inside, Hermione and Robert both immediately 
forgot their unfavourable first impression. “I think you 
know immediately whether or not you can live 
somewhere, and this house just has what I can only 
describe as a wonderful atmosphere. I was going round 
the house with the wife and my sister, whilst the 
husband was showing Robert around, and after about 
15 minutes, we met in the master bedroom and we 
both said ‘I think this is it, don’t you?”’ 

Both couples agreed that they would each stay where 
they were for six months, so they could have their last 
Christmases in their respective houses, so they 
exchanged contracts and Hermione set about planning 
exactly how she was going to decorate. “The house had 
been done jolly well,” Hermione enthuses, “but as 
a designer, you can’t walk into a new house without 
creating your own interior. I had six months to get 
all my fabrics together, to create mood boards and 
choose papers and colours for the walls.” ► 
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ABOVE The fabric on 
the headboard and 
stool is from Colefax 
and Fowler. Paired 
oval mirrors create a 
sense of symmetry. 
RIGHT A now- 
discontinued fabric 
by Brunschwig & Fils, 
which Hermione used 
to cover the painted 
bergere chair, echoes 
the coral accents in 
the Colefax fabric. 


When Robert and Hermione moved in shortly after 
Christmas, detailed plans had been drawn up, and a 
builder engaged. They had arranged to stay with 
Hermione’s sister for the first two weeks, but it soon 
transpired that, in addition to decorating, the whole 
house needed new plumbing and rewiring, too. 
“Robert was going away filming,” says Hermione, 

“so I decided to take my bed, TV and electric 
blanket - because this was in January - up into the 
attic room whilst the work was being done. I was 
quite happy up there, but I knew there was no way 
Robert was going to be able to live like that, so I 
pushed the builders every day until he came back, 
about six weeks later, when they had finished the 
kitchen and the main bedrooms on the first floor. 

“The builders, WF Curtis Ltd, were brilliant. They 
came recommended by a girl my cousin had met on 
holiday, who had just had the most exquisite barn 
done, and another friend had recommended them, 
too. As soon as I saw the barn, I asked them to 
start - I didn’t bother getting a quote from anyone 
else. And for someone like me to say they were the best 
builders I’ve ever worked with is quite something.” ^ 
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ABOVE Hermione and 
Robert both love 
Venice, so the choice 
of Zoffany's Gondolier 
wallpaper seenned 
perfect for the 
cloakroom. 

ABOVE RIGHT Lewis 
& Wood's Jasper 
Peony wide-width 
paper adds an air 
of tranquillity in the 
guest bedroom. The 
faux-fur throw was 
made from a length of 
fabric picked up at a 
sale, which Hermione 
backed with suede. 
RIGHT The garden 
frames wonderful 
views of the 
surrounding 
Wiltshire countryside. 


Hermione selected a palette of warm pinks, soft blues 
and creamy neutrals to imbue the house with a sense 
of cosy elegance. The sleek, practical kitchen is 
organised around a handsome founoven Aga and 
plenty of storage for pots and pans as well as china, 
condiments and spices. A smart dining room with a 
chic glass table leads into the prettiest drawing room 
with a grand piano at one end, and paired sofas and 
armchairs are grouped convivially around a stone 
fireplace. Upstairs, bedrooms are stylish and inviting, 
with lovely fabrics and crisp linens. 

Outside, there is an ancient barn dating from 
around the turn of the eighteenth century. It had been 
in such a state of disrepair when the couple moved in 
that there were trees growing out of the roof. “It was a 
question either of demolishing it, or rebuilding from 
scratch,” Hermione explains, “but it was such an 
attractive stone building that there was really no 
contest.” The resurrected barn is now Robert’s 
domain, and houses a spacious office with shelves 
and shelves of books where he can research projects 
to his heart’s content. “Our neighbour has jokingly 
dubbed it his ‘man cave,’ chuckles Hermione. 



The final project was the garden. “It was a bit of a 
muddle, but we knew we’d got the bones of something 
pretty because it had a fantastic view. My great friend 
Lindsay Jacobs helped me introduce some structure 
with hedges and flowerbeds, and we made a parterre 
and a vegetable garden.” Almost two years on, the new 
garden is beginning to become established. “Not 
everything has been successful,” admits Hermione, 
“but as they say, Rome wasn’t built in a day.” ■ 
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Luxury Bespoke Wardrobes & Dressing Rooms 
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To obtain a Free Quotation call 0203 355 8575 




The cupboard was picked up at 
auction. Emma painted it Farrow & 
Ball Hay and then distressed it 
with a dark wax finish. She also 
highlighted the halfway groove 
with a pale blue Fired Earth paint. 
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ABOVE The walls in 
the breakfast room 
are painted in Overtly 
Olive from Dulux's 
Kitchen and 
Bathroom range. The 
elm Windsor chairs 
were inherited 
from Emma's 
grandparents. The 
Portmeirion dinner 
service was a 
wedding present. 


D ecorative artist Emma Kayne admits that, 
for many years, she and her husband Ivor 
have been serial house movers, but for the 
time being they have stopped and put 
some roots down in Melksham. “It’s the obvious way 
of climbing the housing ladder, isn’t it? Until our 
daughters. Clover and Willow, were born, we probably 
moved once a year. My Mum loves doing houses up, 
and I remember when I was young we were always 
moving. But it drove me mad and I vowed I wouldn’t 
do it with our family,” she says. 

Most of the moves were properties in London, where 
Ivor still works. When they decided they wanted 
somewhere with a larger garden for the girls, they drew 
up a simple checklist: a small town near a railway 
station with a direct service into London. “Melksham 
felt right quite quickly. It’s a gentle little town, the girls 
can ride their bikes, there’s a river to go fishing. It’s all 
a bit Enid Blyton really. But Bath and London aren’t 
far away either,” explains Emma. 

They liked this house immediately because all the 
period features were intact and it was in quite good 


condition. “The main reason, though, was that the 
garden is lovely,” says Emma. “It’s fairly large. The 
previous owner had been part of the National Gardens 
Scheme and opened it every year. It didn’t look as 
though she’d spent much time or interest inside the 
house itself, which was fine by me. I seem to remember 
it was mint and beige, and all a bit tired.” 

Emma believes she got the bug for doing up houses 
from her mother, who is an interior designer. “When 
I was young, she’d ask me how I wanted my bedroom, 
and I’d say things like ‘a flowery border’ and we’d 
do it together. Once I’d learned how to do mitred 
corners I was off,” she adds. 

Emma chose lots of favourite wall colours from 
previous houses. “Knowing exactly what I wanted in 
some parts of the house was perfect because the sellers 
let me in to paint the walls ahead of us moving in. 
Having the walls done before the furniture van arrived 
was very kind of them. I always use Farrow (Sc Ball String 
and Drab, they go with so much. And I always use 
Crown Almond Biscuit, from the Kitchen and 
Bathroom range, in the hall and family bathroom.” ► 
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LEFT Emma scattered 
cushions from the 
Wesley-Barrell knole 
sofa onto the green 
sofa, which was a 
lucky charity shop 
find, to help them 
match each other. 
BELOW LEFT Above 
the fireplace is one of 
Emma's wreaths, 
which she creates 
from the pages of 
antique books. Find 
Emma's tutorial for 
this, along with other 
ideas for interiors, on 
her blog: emkayne. 
wordpress.com 
BELOW The Louis 
Vuitton suitcases 
were Ivor's mother's. 
They are now used as 
decorative storage. 
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LEFT Ernnna snaps 
up old cupboards 
that she paints and 
part-covers with 
wallpaper. "It's half 
painted and half 
decoupage. I like 
to use expensive 
wallpapers, it's 
so worthwhile," 
she says. Here, 
she has used a Nina 
Campbell wallpaper 
called Peony Place. 
The botanical prints 
on the stairs came 
from friends. 
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ABOVE Clover's 
bedroom has one 
wall covered in Laura 
Ashley wallpaper. It is 
otherwise white. "The 
only white walls in the 
house," says Emma. 
The bed is from 
Bedsteads in Bristol. 
The green table is 
from Habitat. 

ABOVE RIGHT Emma 
painted the wall lights 
either side of the 
traditional metal 
bedstead with Annie 
Sloan's Chalk White 
paint, and then 
waxed them. 


Emma was very pleased when she recently asked 
an online question of the interior designer Abigail 
Ahern, whose blog she follows. “I was delighted when 
I asked her what she thought of my idea of taking the 
dark Drab paint colour over the ceiling in our 
bedroom and she answered ‘Go for it’, so I will. Watch 
this space. I may get more experimental with colour.” 

When it came to furnishings, Ivor and Emma 
brought most of their belongings from previous 
houses with them. They did, however, buy a few items 
specifically for this house. The black cabinet with the 
flowers on the front in the sitting room was bought 
as a simple pine piece and transformed by Emma, 
who painted it and added wallpaper onto the front 
panel. They also picked up some West Country 
charity-shop bargains that they are very pleased with. 
The tall cupboard in the hall was £90 from the British 
Heart Foundation in Melksham. “It was so tall, no 
one could give it houseroom, I think,” says Emma. 

One of her interior features is the stacks of baskets, 
hampers and suitcases in various rooms. She says 
they look pleasing but are also useful storage. “They’re 
full of papers and photos and other stuff we can’t quite 


throw away and may need one day,” she insists. “They’re 
not particularly precious, but they are useful.” 

There are also various collections on display around 
the house. Ivor likes to trawl round the charity shops 
at the weekend and occasionally appears with newly 
found items. Sometimes Emma likes them and they 
stay - such as a number of cobblers’ lasts that are now 
on display in the cupboard in the hall - but sometimes 
he comes back with items that Emma is not prepared 
to put on display. “He appeared with a load of fossils 
once and they went into the garage,” she says. 

The Kaynes kept the original kitchen, as it is bespoke 
solid wood. Emma simply painted the cabinets and 
added wall shelves. However, future plans involve 
building out from it. “It’s a really well made kitchen 
but it’s crazy that, in such a large house, we only have 
a small galley kitchen,” says Emma. She and Ivor plan 
to extend out into the garden and incorporate the 
present dining room and kitchen. It may be an 
indicator that, despite Emma’s past itchy feet, this time 
she and Ivor may have found the home that, having 
turned it into such a beautiful tranquil space, they 
just cannot bear to leave. ■ 
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Richard Baker is proud to launch his new 
collection of luxury wardrobes 

Telephone: 0208 336 6117 

257 Burlington Road, New Malden, KT3 4NE 

www.wardrobe.me.uk 



Showroom open Saturdays 1 0am - 4pm 





Amanda Abbington was 
photographed by Alun 
Callender at the beautiful, 
newly redecorated Soho 
Suite at the Soho Hotel, 
Firmdale Hotels, London. 
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FEATURE NIKI BROWES PHOTOGRAPH ALUN CALLENDER HAIR AND MAKEUP LISA PROSTAMO 


F rom the age of five, Amanda 

Abbington wanted to be a dancer 
but, because of an injury, she turned 
to acting when she was 18. She has 
appeared in The Bill, Being Human and 
Casualty, and performed on stage in Alan 
Ayckbourn’s The Safari Party as well as Love 
Me Tonight directed by Kathy Burke. Since 
2013, she has memorably starred as Miss 
Mar die in ITV’s Mr Selfridge, and earlier in 
2014 appeared in BBCl’s Sherlock alongside 
her reahlife partner, Martin Freeman (star 
of The Office and The Hobbit) Today, she 
lives in Hertfordshire with Martin, their 
two children Joe, nine, and Grace, seven, 
and an assortment of pets. 

Where do you live and why? 

We live in Hertfordshire and have done for 
eight years. I grew up around here and 1 
love the fact there are green fields and 
woodland around me, yet I’m only twenty 
minutes from the heart of London on the 
train. We sit on the backstairs in the 
garden and look out onto the fields whilst 
sipping on a glass of wine, contemplating 
life. In those moments, I think: is it 
possible to be any happier? 

Who else lives with you? 

I live with Martin, my partner of fifteen 
years, our son and daughter, three dogs, 
a cat and a Chilean tarantula that belongs 
to Joe. It has to be fed live locusts every 
week - a job I leave to him. We recently 
had a hamster, but he passed away. 

If you didn’t live where you do, where 
would you choose? 

Ideally I’d be living in a fisherman’s cottage 
by the sea with lots of driftwood, stone 
floors, a big old Aga and cottage garden at 
the back full of flowers, herbs, butterflies 
and bumble bees. 

Can you describe your upbringing? 

I am an only child and, for the first few 
years of my life, I lived with my parents and 
Imaternal] grandparents in the same house. 
I come from a very close family and had a 
very loving upbringing. My mum, who was 
a cleaner, was always there when I was 
growing up. My late nana and papa 
featured very heavily in my childhood. We 
would all go on holidays together to Devon 
or Cornwall. I remember my granddad 
making it into a fantastic adventure. I’d sit 
in the back of his Ford Escort with my 
nana in front and my mum, me and our 


dog Ringo in the back. We would always 
set off stupidly early and it was such fun. I 
remember my dad not coming on some of 
the holidays as he had to work - he’s a taxi 
driver - but I always had a great time. 
Those holidays are still very present to me. 

Who has the most say in the interior - 
you or your partner? 

Our house is very eclectic, with a mixture 
of old and new. We have lots of paintings 
and prints and we have both put our own 
stamp on the house. It’s pretty equal. 

If we were to come to your house, would 
we be able to guess you’re in the 
entertainment industry? 

I think you could probably tell it’s an 
actor’s house. We have Martin’s awards 
dotted around and photographs of things 
we have both been in. It’s quite theatrical, 
but very homely. 

Do you bring memorabilia home with 
you from sets you’ve worked on? 

I would love to bring some memorabilia 
home from Mr Selfridge, but it’s mostly all 
hired! I have the skull print from 
Sherlock’s flat that was designed by my old 
friend John Pinkerton, and I have some 
clapperboards from dramas I have 
appeared in over the years. There’s quite 
a bit of stuff we’ve both collected from 
shows and films we’ve done. 

Can you describe your taste or underlying 
colour scheme? 

We don’t really have a colour scheme; 
we just go with what we like. I like rooms 
to look different and colourful; for each 
room to have its individual stamp. My 
taste is more eclectic. I like mixing periods 
up. The Georgian era was beautiful. I love 
the gothic charm of the Victorian era. 
Vintage taxidermy fascinates me. I have an 
old crow that was given to me that sits in 
our dining room, and a few original Peter 
Blakes. We have a rather beautiful 60s 
sideboard that has served us well, too, 
and an old Scandinavian rug from the 
mid-sixties that gets shabbier by the year, 
but is part of the family. 

Did your upbringing influence your 
interior style? 

I’d say it did. My parents were Mods in the 
sixties, so I was brought up on a diet of 
The Small Faces, The Beatles and 
Northern Soul. That’s reflected in my style 


today. I love Archie Shine pieces lof 
furniture]. I particularly like the Hamilton 
sideboard designed by Robert Heritage for 
Archie Shine. Robert Heritage is another 
firm favourite. 

What makes a home? 

Family makes a home. When anyone is 
missing from our house it doesn’t feel 
complete. When we are all there, it’s a 
home. That and a good blanket. 

Can you describe any artwork you have? 
We have two wonderful Peter Blake pieces 
and various framed film posters. We like 
eclectic art and collect things that are 
slightly weird and interesting. Bridget 
Riley’s artwork is wonderful. 

Do you have anything that’s been 
handed down? 

No, there are no family heirlooms; just 
things we have collected over the years 
that mean something to us. 

Do you have any travel memorabilia 
dotted around your home? 

We’ve collected stuff from Italy, New 
Zealand and America. It ranges from bits 
of sculpture to prints, material, cushions 
and even some tiles. If I can, I will always 
try and find something interesting from a 
place I have been to and bring it home. 

How do you make a hotel homely? 

I'll bring a nice candle that reminds me 
of home. I'll put up some drawings my 
children have done, and I'll play music. 

What would we never find in a home 
belonging to you? 

You would never find real fur in our house 
or those dreadful real animal skin rugs 
with the head of a tiger or cheetah or 
leopard. I think they’re tacky and cruel. 

How do you make a home original? 

Never be frightened of what you like. Be 
brave with your colour scheme and your 
taste. Buy things that you like and that 
make you happy. Mix stuff up, buy old and 
new, find things in unusual places. Be bold 
and do whatever makes you feel good. 

Finally, what should no English home 
be without? 

A good, strong teapot, milk jug and sugar 
bowl. With some lovely china mugs on the 
side for the perfect cup of English tea. ■ 
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STYLE INSPIRATION 

Our special section dedicated to design and decorating inspiration begins here ^ 



ONES & 
^EXTURES 

^ le considered interplay between 
c ne and texture underpins much 
successful interior design. A tightly 
e ated palette of hues holds together 
h e calm coherence of this scheme, 

/ lich is composed of carefully layered 
i ks, linens and velvets, set against 
)ackdrop of paint and natural 
/( lod, creating a sophisticated sense 
depth without undermining 
h ^ integrity of the design. 

T irtains in Fonteyn Stripe, £80 a 
1 tre; diriing chair (centre) upholstered 

i Harcourt, £95 a metre; (left) in Winton 
9 a mjetre; armchair in Pumpkins, 
m £5^‘a metre, all GP & ] Baker 
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The dark, moody end of the spectrum creates 
sumptuous palettes for rooms that are 
cosseting, chic and refined 


R ich, dark colours often have a greater allure in winter 

months, as we seek cosiness and warmth. Deep tones of 
aubergine, burgundy, navy and chocolate are enveloping 
and opulent and look fabulous with gentle illumination 
on long winter nights. However, homes must be lived in year round 
and must have an appeal in bright, warm summer months, too. As 
this curation shows, choosing the right blend of dusky colours creates 
sophisticated schemes that will look elegant through the seasons - and 
can be brightened with a few accents, if desired. It is tempting to use 
light colours to make a space appear capacious, yet hues with real 
depth, used boldly, can still offer a sense of spaciousness whilst having 
a richly inviting appeal. No amount of white paint will make 
a lighndeprived hallway appear bright, as the paint will appear dull 
grey, so sometimes embracing the dark side has a greater impact. ► 


LEFT Lighten up 

Though the walls are an enticing aubergine and the varied palette contains 
rich colours, the overall mood of this sitting room is surprisingly bright and 
airy. Luxurious textures, including velvets, silks and a chunky woven rug make 
for soft cosiness, but also bounce light, which, paired with the reflective 
metallic finishes and glass table top, enhance the feeling of lightness. Come 
evening, table lamps create an intimate mood. 

Curtain: Loredana silk, £139 a metre; all other fabrics also Colefax and Fowler 

ABOVE Golden accents 

Choose warm golds rather than cool silvers to enrich a dark scheme. 
Hammered Round Gold Tray, £45, Oliver Bonas 
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ABOVE Light and shade 
Balance moodier hues with paler 
tones to create contrast and 
versatility. The walls of this smart 
bedroom are a pretty powder 
blue, yet paired with charcoal 
greys and rusty reds, the mood 
takes a more sophisticated flavour. 
Plush velvets, again, offer a level of 
softness, opulence and warmth. 
Charlotte double headboard in 
Otter velvet, from £470; Byron 
small grey pendant, £40; Sophie 
Egyptian cotton bedlinen, from 
£45; Penelope velvet cushion in 
Fox, £40; Arthur footstool in Otter 
velvet, from £370, all Neptune 

LEFT Gentle flicker 
Dining rooms can afford to be 
painted a deeper colour than 
most as, more often than not, 
they are illuminated. The soft 
glow of candlelight is particularly 
atmospheric. These lanterns are 


complete with a chain and hook to 
hang from a sturdy beam, or even 
onto hooks in the ceiling as a 
more permanent form of lighting, 
supplemented by well placed 
table lamps. Alternatively, they 
can stand on a flat surface. 
Hanging brass Sky Lantern, small, 
£24; large, £42, Rowen and Wren 

OPPOSITE Metallic lustre 
Inky blues are perfectly offset by 
shimmering golds and pewter 
tones for decadent decor. Silk 
wallcoverings and the beautiful 
curtain fabric combine to create a 
luxury feel balanced by dark wood 
finishes and a natural wood floor. 
The shimmering finish to the 
fabrics increases both the illusion 
of extra light and the sublime 
splendour of the scheme. 

Curtains in Constantina, £85 
a metre; Silk Plain wallpaper, 

£53 for a 10 metre roll, Zoffany ^ 
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The English House 

Handmade light fittings 



tel: 


w w w . t h e ( 
CHARLES At 


nglishhouse.co.uk 
DRRIS on 01502 47 8493 





‘ 7 / 1 could find anything blacker 
than black, Vd use it*^ 

JMW Turner (1775 - 1851), in response to 
criticism of the dark tones within his painting 


ABOVE At your service 
Simply adding a few dark and 
handsome accessories can set a 
richer tone to lighter rooms. This 
smart nut-brown leather butler 
tray with collapsible legs is an 
ideal addition for drinks soirees 
in the winter, enabling the host 
to bring in a round of freshly 
made martinis or simply set as 
a small drinks table for guests 
to help themselves. 

Delamere Butler's Tray, £575; 
Saddle leather wine cooler, £99, 
both Oka 

TOP RIGHT Colour contrast 
Dark backdrops are a great foil 
to a punch of colour and set a 
wonderfully dramatic note. These 
vivid orange shutters would look 
a little garish with paler walls, but 
with almost black-blue walls the 


effect is rather dashing. 

Orange shutters, Shutterly 
Fabulous. Prices start at £290 
a square metre for standard 
colours, and custom finishes are 
priced at £320 a square metre 

RIGHT Out of the dark 
Deep and moody can still be 
pretty, as this bold floral design 
shows. Full of pinks, reds and pale 
greens on a dark ground, this 
pattern celebrates the English 
country garden. With such a 
varied palette, one could pick 
out complementary paler colours, 
but we think a midnight shade 
really allows the fabric to take 
centre stage - be brave! 

Gosfield chair by Muitiyork, 
upholstered in Midnight Ramble, 
as seen £1,759; fabric, £44.90 
a metre, Linwood ► 
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FEATURE KATY MCLEAN 


TOP Deeply distinguished 
When first using a dark colour, 
such as deepest navy or an inky 
black, it can be a little daunting. 
However, as those initial swooshes 
of colour go up, remember that 
there will be other colours in the 
room once completed. Here, it is 
actually only the woodwork of the 
doors, surround and shelves that 
are in blue-black. The crisp white 
contrast of the ceiling and cornice 
opens up the room, whilst the 
book spines add interest and 
a huge variety of colour. Note, 
too, the clever mirror panels 
on the door to amplify the light. 
Railings, £53 for 2.5 litres of 
Estate eggshell, Farrow & Ball 

BOTTOM LEFT Dramatic entrance 
Hallways are often deprived of 
natural light, with only a few rays 
streaming through a front door. 

It seems intuitive to reach for tins 
of light paint, however, these can 
often appear drab. So, consider 
boldly applying an intense shade 
to create a dramatic entrance. 

This beautiful plum looks vibrant 
and striking, and perfectly offsets 
the gilt frame and honeyed stone. 
Regal Select paint in New London 
Burgundy, £64 for 3.8 litres, 
available in matte or flat finish, 
Benjamin Moore 

BOTTOM RIGHT Moody blues 
Soothing blues can be layered in 
different tones, from deep navy 
and indigo to cornflower and 
Wedgwood, to create an 
interesting scheme with depth. 
This large floral print from the 
Arcadia collection adds a feminine 
quality to a chic blue sitting room. 
Greenwich Medium Sofa by 
Multiyork in Cranbourne, Dutch 
Blue, as seen £1,089; or fabric 
£44.90 a metre, Linwood ■ 
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Experts in the finest Chesterfield Sofas, 
lovingly hand crafted in our workshop. 


TIMELESS 

CHESTERFIELDS 

by SAXON 


Visit ivivw.TinielessChesterfields.com 

or Call 01204 368413 







Indian themes appear 
in Sanderson's new 
Sojourn collection, 
as shown in a classic 
paisley design, 

Jamila, appearing 
here in curtains and 
cushions. The crewel 
on linen is produced 
by an Indiary^ll, with 
^which Sanderfon^s 
a longstanding 
association, 
jamila, £8^a metre. 


THE INIMITABLE 
INELUENCE OE INDIA 

Ahead of the new V&A museum exhibition, The Fabric 
of India, Katherine Sorrell considers the long-ranging 
influence of Indian textiles within English interiors 




W hat could be more English than a 

gingham tablecloth or a chintz^covered 
armchair? In fact, however surprising 
it may seem, these apparently classic 
fabrics - and others with which we have long been 
familiar, too - are exotic imports, having originated in 
India several centuries ago. 

It was, as is often the case, a distant struggle for 
money and power that changed the lives of ordinary 
people. England’s East India Company was set up in 
1599 to grab a share in the East Indian spice trade, 
and very soon established trading posts in India - over 
large parts of which it was later to rule in all but name. 
At first, the merchants bought Indian textiles to trade 
with in Indonesia, but it was not long before they 
realised there might be a market back home for the 
richly decorative embroideries along with the painted 
and printed cottons they had discovered. 

What took place over the following centuries 
resulted in a design ethic that lies at the heart of classic 
English interiors, even today. Evinced in the work of 
contemporary designers, including Alidad, Robert 
Kime and Colefax and Fowler, its roots remain with 
houses such as Chelsea Textiles, de le Cuona, and also 


Vanessa Arbuthnott and Susie Watson, who all 
continue the tradition of Indian manufacturing. 

It transpired that Indian textiles (or Indiennes, 
as they were often called in Europe) were hugely 
seductive to seventeenth-century European taste, and 
exporting their textiles was nothing new to the Indian 
makers. Rosemary Crill, senior curator in the Asian 
Department at the V&At, and co-curator of its autumn 
exhibition. The Fabric of India, explains: “India already 
had a rich variety of markets in India, Indonesia and 
South East Asia, that required a lot of different 
designs, so when the Europeans arrived it was just 
another variation for them. They had the most 
amazing technical know-how.” 

The fabrics exported were silk, cotton, and a 
silk-cotton mix, and the East India Company had 
a number of areas with which they did business, 
including Gujarat, well known for its chain-stitch 
embroidery; Bengal, for woven cotton muslin; and the 
Coromandel coast, where they bought hand-painted 
and resist-dyed, floral-patterned calico. It was this latter 
fabric - that we now call chintz - that really caught the 
public imagination. “The first pieces to come over 
were mostly used for bed-hangings,” says Crill, ► 


ABOVE LEFT This 
image of gold- 
embroiderers at work 
by Shivashanker 
Narayen dates back 
to 1873. It features in 
the V&A's The Fabric 
of India exhibition. 
ABOVE RIGHT 
Embroidery and 
cutwork add 
dimension to Sula, 
seen here in curtains. 
Sula, £95 a metre, 
Jane Churchill. 


THE ENGLISH HOME 77 




THIS PAGE, 
CLOCKWISE FROM 
MAIN Sofa 
upholstered in 
Antique Paisley in 
colour Burgundy. The 
fabric was inspired by 
a shawl in a Kashmir 
archive. The intricate 
detail means that only 
three metres are 
woven a day. £200 
a metre, de le Cuona. 
The Windrush is Lewis 
& Wood's first 
embroidery. Inspired 
by the Arts & Crafts 
movement, it is 
produced with 
extraordinary 
craftsmanship in 
India. £327.19 
a metre, Lewis 
& Wood. 

Rokeby by Robert 
Kime is inspired by 
eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century 
textiles. This design 
is based upon 
a white-on-white 
embroidered panel 
from Kime's personal 
collection. £663 a 
metre, made to order, 
Chelsea Textiles 
OPPOSITE, 
CLOCKWISE FROM 
MAIN Created by 
William Morris in 
1 876, this design 
was originally block 
printed onto cotton. 
Between 1875 and 
1877 Morris 
produced a small 
group of patterns 
influenced by the 
colouring and 
patterns of Indian 
textiles. This design 
was one of his 
personal favourites. 
Snakeshead fabric, 
£55 a metre, 

Morris & Co. 

Mythical Creatures 
designed by Kit 
Kemp. Cushion, 

£195, held in stock, 
or £500 a metre 
made to order, 
Chelsea Textiles 
Cotton applique wall 
hanging from the 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London. 



“which started to replace crewehwork hangings. 

Chintz then became the big thing. It was more 
affordable than other fashionable textiles.” 

Soon after chintz first arrived in Britain, however, 
it was modified to suit English taste. Orders were 
dispatched to India for new patterns, including 
heraldic designs, swags and English flowers and 
birds, often on a pale ground. The result was a hybrid, 
‘exotic’ style, frequently based on flowering tree 
patterns (the ‘tree of life’) and used for walhhangings, 
bedcovers and, increasingly, clothing. In 1663 the 
diarist Samuel Pepys, wrote, ‘...to Cornhill, and after 
many tryalls bought my wife a chintz, that 
is, a painted Indian callico, for to line her new study, 
which is very pretty’. 

Records show that, by as early as 1620, 50,000 
pieces of painted and printed chintz were imported 
to England, and, around the turn of the eighteenth 
century, Daniel Defoe wrote that, ‘almost everything 
that used to be made of wool or silk, relating to the 
dress of the women or the furniture of our house, 
was supplied by the Indian trade.’ 


In addition to chintz, and the millions of pieces 
of plain calico that were imported for sheets and 
undershirts, India also exported a variety of other 
textiles. One, for example, came from a then fishing 
village called Madraspatnam, where the East India 
Company had established a trading post in 1639. 
Originally, Madras fabric was a loose^woven, plain 
cotton muslin, overprinted or embroidered in 
elaborate patterns using vegetable dyes in blue, black 
and red checks. Its popularity spread throughout 
the British Empire and, following the tartan craze of 
the mid nineteenth century, it came to incorporate the 
plaiddike checks and stripes that we recognise today. 

Many other Indian words we now use reflect 
this period of prolific trade in textiles, including 
dungarees, gingham, khaki, pyjama, sash, seersucker 
and shawl. Even Paisley shawls originated in India. 

The Industrial Revolution put paid to most 
handmade Indiamimported textiles, as English 
manufacturers developed ways of making their own 
versions of India’s cloth, and then exported them to 
the sub-continent, flooding the market and 
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threatening to eradicate its handmaking skills. Indian 
influences were still felt back home, of course, as 
people and products travelled back and forth between 
the two countries, with India the jewel in the crown of 
the British Empire. The Indian art and design that was 
shown at the Great Exhibition of 1851, for example, 
had great influence on designers, including William 
Morris, in the latter part of the century. In the 1930s 
and 40s, chintz had another renaissance, led by Sibyl 
Colefax and John Fowler, who, when redecorating 
large country houses, would come across antique 
Indian chintz and recreate them for a casually elegant, 
yet comfortable, effect. 

Today, Indian textile skills are in great demand, and 
not only because it is cheaper to produce fabric there 
than in the UK (sometimes it is not - Vanessa 
Arbuthnott, for example, has some of her collections 
hand blocUprinted in India, despite the greater 
expense, because she wanted to create a more rustic, 
handler af ted feel). Many well known and highly 
respected British fabric houses base their production 
there precisely because of the technical expertise of ► 


CHINTZ 

Originated in the early 17th 
century to denote a painted 
calico cloth imported from India. 
It was a plural of the Hindi word 
'chint', meaning either stained, 
spotted or brightly coloured. 

GINGHAM 

Another word that arose in the 
early 17th century, it comes from 
the Dutch 'gingang', which in 
turn derived from the Malay 
word 'genggang' - an adjective 
meaning 'striped'. 

MADRAS 

This fine, light cotton with its 
distinctive woven stripe was 
named in the 19th century after 


the city of Madras, now Chennai, 
with which it was associated. 

SEERSUCKER 

Because it was once typically 
striped, the light, crinkled cotton 
fabric we now call 'seersucker' 
was given its name in the early 
1 8th century by the Hindi 
'sirsakar', which in turn came 
from the Persian phrase 'sir o 
sakar': literally 'milk and sugar'. 

CALICO 

In the mid 16th century 'calico' 
cotton was known as 'calicut', 
which was the English name 
for the city located in 
south-west India where the 
plain cotton was woven. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Cushions 
in Shalini Graphite 
and Red, £45 each, 
Susie Watson 
Designs. 

A dyed, patchwork, 
horizontal stripe, 
inspired by the 
textiles of Northern 
Iran and India, which 
involves weaving, 
seaming, dyeing 
and overstitching. 
Gelim Stripe fabric, 
£152.40 a metre, 
Lewis & Wood. 

A selection of 
Vanessa Arbuthnott 
printed fabrics. 


Indian makers. Take Colefax and Fowler, for example. 
Design director, Sarah MacGregor, points out, “We 
have become very interested in embellishments and 
embroidery, and we wouldn’t have been able to do 
any of that if it hadn’t been for the technology and 
the manufacturing that we have in India. Some of 
these means of embellishments, such as imitation 
couching or crewehwork, which were only available 
at extreme amounts of money because they had to 
be handmade, have now become more affordable.” 

Susie Watson’s fabrics - traditionally dyed and 
woven, screemprinted, embroidered and appliqued by 
hand - are made by a family business in rural South 
India. “The screen printing gives you amazing 
flexibility,” says Watson. “It’s done on vast tables, 35 
metres long, you mix the colours and put them on in 
layers, and if you don’t like something you can change 
it there and then. As a designer, it’s enormously 
attractive. Over there, they have the skills and the 
people who are prepared to do this kind of work, and 
it’s a much more artisan workforce that makes a lot of 


different things. They are also absolutely brilliant at 
freehand embroidery, using a sewing machine with 
a hoop. The colours, the designs, the embroidery, 
the printing, the experimentation that’s possible 
in India - that’s how you produce great designs.” 

Modern fabrics made in India may not appear to be 
Indian at all, of course, yet often there is an influence, 
whether it be in terms of pattern or colour. Where 
there is a noticeable Indian inspiration in terms of 
design, often these fabrics, wallpapers, rugs, cushions 
or other pieces sit extremely comfortably in an English 
home, simply because we are so accustomed, after 
centuries of use, to seeing them there. As Gillian 
Newberry of Bennison Fabrics says, “They are 
particularly suited to English houses. We have that 
unbroken tradition. It’s not a fashion thing, it’s just 
classic. Indian fabrics are part of our DNA now.” ■ 

The Fabric of India exhibition is at the V&A from 3 
October 2015 to 10 January 2016. For more information, 
go to vam.ac.uk/fabricofindia 
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Royal Society of Marine Artists 
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The Mall, London SWl 
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14 to 25 October 2015 

Over 300 works of contemporary marine art 
Browse & Buy at www.mallgalleries.org.uk 



ROBERT KIME 

AN ANTIQUARIAN LIFE 

Reflecting on a lifetinne's work in antiques and interiors, a new book draws 
attention to one of the most respected and influential English designers 
of our time, Robert Kime, profiled here 



Kime's shops in Church 
Street, Kensington and 
Museum Street hold his 
own fabrics, all woven or 
hand-printed in England. 


N ow so intrinsic to the identity of English 

interiors, it is sometimes difficult to conceive 
that the English Country House style of 
decorating was born partly of financial necessity. 
The artfully mismatched antiques, the worn gilt and faded 
chintz, and the sense of genteel dilapidation now found in 
innumerable guises the world over, is mostly the legacy of Lady 
Sibyl Colefax, John Fowler and Nancy Lancaster, who 
ministered to beleaguered English country houses in the 
inter war years. Looking back, it is clear that the trio were the 
antecedents of some of the most influential of contemporary 
English decorators: Geoffrey Bennison, Christopher Gibbs, 
Nicholas Haslam (who later purchased Fowler’s home). Piers 
von Westenholz and one Robert Kime. 

It was financial necessity, too, that brought about Kime’s 
own introduction to antiques and interiors - straitened 
circumstances compelled him to sell family furniture in what 
turned out to be a most fortuitous arrangement. Discovering 
a talent for antiques, Kime embarked on what would become 
a lifelong career, going so far as - whilst reading Medieval 
History - to request, somewhat precociously, that his room 
at Worcester College, Oxford, remain on staircase seven, 

“so that my clients may know where to find me”. Kime’s 
career at Oxford was mixed, and he says himself that, 

“Oxford taught me I was not a scholar - I really could not 
sit in the library for eight hours at a time - but I have never 
tired of looking at objects that inform me of the past.” 

The results of that lifelong journey have now been 
considered in a retrospective of his work, entitled simply, 

Robert Kime, newly released this month, from which all 
interior visuals shown here are extracted. Christopher Payne, 
a contemporary, notes that Kime initially wished for the book 
to be called ‘Safe Houses’, feeling that, of all things, his 
interiors offered refuge from the pressures of a busy world. 
Kime has always shied away from a heavy-handed 
co-ordination of texture and colour. Instead, his is a 
considered arrangement of the elements that make home life 
good, in effortless adaptation of that Country House ethic 
forged in the previous century - where some interiors might 
smell of antibacterial spray, one imagines that Kime’s might 
carry the faintest hint of beeswax polish and wood smoke. ► 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT The Garden 
Room at Clarence 
House is an exemplar 
of Kime's style. 

A Gimson carver chair 
sits at a folding table 
in the Kimes' home 
in Ardagh, County 
Cork. The top of the 
corner cupboard 
offers a space for 
reed baskets. 

In Kime's Museum 
Street flat, a sofa bed 
in the guest room is 
covered in an old 
kilim and antique 



Turkish cushions. 

An Irish dresser holds 
sway over the dining 
room in Ardagh, 
County Cork. 
Overhead is a brass 
lamp with shades 
designed by Kime. 
Suzanis are stacked in 
Kime's Museum 
Street store. 

At Swan grove, a 
property owned 
by the Duke of 
Beaufort, old French 
flour sacks make 
fetching chair covers 
in the dining room. 





snuginteriors 

live • relax ■ sleep 



Beds, mattresses, furniture, sofa beds, bedding and home accessories 


^ wayj! iositop.... 

O I O 




Service RalEng: Product Rating: 

100% 100% 


feefo 

Tlu cueati F^idiu 


www.snug-interiors.com • 01730 894 754 


Feefo Independent Ratings as of September 2015 




Tom Parr, a past director of Colefax and Fowler, noted 
that Kime’s work “stems from a deep love for antiques, 
houses and people, which is where all decorating 
should start, not from a whim or a craze or a look^aU 
me approach”. It is evident that whilst Kime has always 
been, foremost, an antiques specialist; one of his great 
skills is the ability to create the sense of a room having 
always been there, of having always existed. 

Over the years, clients have included HRH Prince 
Charles, the Duchess of Northumberland, the Duke of 
Beaufort, and Rodney Fitch (whose home was featured 
in The English Home in August 2014), but, as with so 
many decorators, it is arguable that his style is clearest 
in his own homes, of which there have been several; 
chiefly in England, in Wiltshire, London, and Cumbria. 

Upon marrying Helen Nicholl in 1970, Kime moved 
to Old School, Mildenhall, Wiltshire, where the pair 
set out to accommodate Kime’s burgeoning antiques 
business, and where Helen helped Kime to arrive at 
the interior style for which he would become known. ► 


ABOVE Looking east 
in the library, the eye 
is drawn towards a 
small reading room 
through the narrow 
archway, where, on 
the far wall, the figure 
carrying his scythe 
makes a focal point. 
LEFT The four-poster 
bed, at Swangrove, 
was made in Kime's 
workshops. It is hung 
with red-and-white 
Vichy checks and 
white damask. 
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Kime is a zealot for antique textiles^ but when he realised their 
sources were failings he began to manufacture his own designs 


ABOVE A guest 
bedroom in South 
Wraxall Manor, 
features hand-painted 
de Gournay 
wallpaper. It also 
contains a 
Chippendale 
chinoiserie chair. The 
curtains, in Quercus, 
are by Chelsea 
Design, a workshop 
with which Kime has 
close associations. 


Theirs was a Regency Gothic house, built in 1823, 
based on a cruciform structure, of which two wings 
became showrooms where Kime received clients. 

Later came a second home in Ardagh, County Cork, 
where the Kimes worked on a granite cottage with 
roughcast render and four, good-sized bedrooms on 
each of the two floors. He decorated the cottage in the 
way that would come to be his practise for all interiors, 
responding to the architecture and arranging 
everything according to the demands of each room. 

The Kimes remained resident in Wiltshire, moving 
to Lockeridge with their two children in 1980, 
followed by Upper Farm, in 1987, where family life, 
and Kime’s business, would grow. 

Their holiday cottage in Cumbria evinces the Kime 
style most clearly. Carpets are from the Caucasus and 
Persia, whilst suzanis combine with Delft tiles, and 
Ernest Gimson chairs partner with Morris fabrics. 


To Kime, the eye is like “a lighthouse throwing out 
beams, which every now and then alight on a 
landmark that has resonance to the observer.” His eye 
has been in training since he was an undergraduate. 

Christopher Gibbs speaks admiringly of the wide 
and rarefied knowledge, and deep sense of history that 
inform Robert’s decorating’. Kime’s commissions 
range from rearranging an existing room or supplying 
furniture from his store, to restoring and redecorating 
an entire house, or even building a new one. Just as 
Henry James, the American writer who spent most of 
his life in England, ‘loved the mellow and ancient 
feeling in delicious old houses on the soil over which 
much has passed’, so Kime rejoices in the historical 
reverberations that he finds in antiques. ■ 

Robert Kime, by Tessa Traeger and Alastair Langlands, 
£40, published by Frances Lincoln 
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Meet Jessica, the 
Hampshire sheep farmer 
who is offering you 
a treat to hleat about. 


Spend £250 (excluding postage) on 
any of her award-winning bedding and 
she will invite you and your partner to 
spend a night* as her guests at 
Scotland Farm, the luxury B&B as 
featured in ‘Britain’s Finest’** 




At Scotland Farm you can meet 
the Southdown sheep who provide 
the wool for this glorious bedding, 
soak up the natural beauty of the 
South Downs National Park and enjoy 
the best breakfast in Hampshire. 


So why not do something totally different and make a 
memorable short break out of your next duvet purchase? 
Call for more details and to place your order. 

01730 827 


southdownduvets.com 


* Bookings subject to availability into 2016. Bedding must be 
purchased before 30th November 2015 to qualify for B&B offer. 

** Offer valued at £120 
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ABOVE Along with 
providing pictorial 
colour, tapestries 
have historically been 
used as an ingenious 
method to keep warm 
air trapped within the 
room. Interior design 
by Douglas 
Mackie Design. 
OPPOSITE A built-in 
bookcase installed 
along the wall is 
an effective way 
to stop draughts. 
Interior design by 
Jess Lavers Design. 


T o create a home that provides a warm 
embrace during cold weather requires a 
combination of practical warmth and visual 
cosiness. Naturally, heating our homes in 
the most efficient way is a matter of selecting the right 
practical choices, starting with architectural aspects, 
such as insulation. However, perhaps surprisingly, 
designers agree that the concept of visual warmth is 
just as, if not more, important because it has a placebo 
effect, convincing us that we are snug and toasty. From 
tactile textures to window and wall treatments, clever 
interior choices create schemes that exude cosiness. 
Director of Gramlick Designs, Katharine Rutherford, 
says “Warmth is not just a question of heat, but also 
atmosphere. As well as soft furnishings, rooms can 
appear warmer just with the choice of lighting, 
especially if you use soft, low lighting, such as lamps.” 


LAYERS OF COMFORT 

The idea of layering is arguably most important in the 
bedroom. Today, duvets have become a staple 
bedlinen, whereas prior to their introduction to the 
UK in the seventies multiple blankets were required. It 
is important to have a different thickness of duvet for 
summer and winter. Interior Designer, Joanna Wood, 
recommends a winter duvet tog rating of 15, “For 
hibernation purposes!” Even with a thick duvet, extra 
layers are often needed, and provide a visually inviting 
bedscape. Wood suggests layering the bed with an 
eiderdown and faux fur throw, she elaborates, “I like to 
use sheets over the top of a duvet and layer the bed 
with extra blankets where necessary. I also have a pure 
silk woven blanket, which is wonderful.” 

Placing rugs on the floor is another way to use layers 
to keep heat in place. Wood explains, “I like to put ► 
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ABOVE A medley of 
soft furnishings in 
deep colours and 
brighter hues lift the 
soft green backdrop 
of this sitting room. 
Velvet cushions and a 
textured carpet lend 
a tangible image of 
comfort. Interior 
design by Charlotte 
Crosland Interiors. 


rugs under the bed as it really traps all the heat in, and, 
of course, the bigger the rug the more draughuproofing 
it creates.” Flooring specialist, Roger Oates, advises, 
“Seasonally transform a room by adding textured wool 
rugs in rich colours for a cocooning effect, and use 
neutral, smooth cotton rugs for spring and summer.” 

WINDOW TREATMENTS 

Windows are an easy surface through which heat can 
escape, so it is important to insulate the surrounding 
with the right fabric treatments. Rutherford explains: 
“The density of the curtain is important; a really good 
pair of thickly interlined, floordength curtains, made 
in a fabric with a good drape, is going to make any 
room substantially warmer.” Wood always recommends 
hanging fulUength curtains with a bump interlining to 
add another layer of protection. Finishing the window 
treatment with a pelmet adds another barrier to stop 
heat escaping. “We also use something called a 
lambrequin which is effectively a large trim on a 
pelmet, but is great for getting an extra layer of draught 
protection,” reveals Wood. In certain properties. 


fulUength curtains may not seem a viable option, 
Rutherford comments, “Where radiators are fitted 
under the window, you can still fit long curtains on a 
pole, as the warm air can then circulate over the top.” 
However, where long curtains seem impractical, there 
are other effective options: “Shutters are especially 
useful in cottages where the windows are small, and 
there isn’t space for large curtains,” says Rutherford. 

WARMTH UNDERFOOT 

Similar to bedlinen, there is a tog rating for carpets. 
Carpet Foundation founder, Rupert Anton, explains, 
“In the same way that heavy curtains insulate 
single-glazed windows, a carpet ensures a cosier room, 
because carpet is heat retentive. The higher the tog 
rating of the carpet, the more insulating it is.” A tog 
rating over 2.00 creates the greatest warmth underfoot. 
Anton explains, “Carpets with the highest thermal 
insulation properties tend to be the heaviest, thickest 
and more luxurious. Underlays also have an influence 
and combine with the tog value of the carpet to 
determine the thermal insulation.” Rutherford ► 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE Billowing 
layers of sunnptuous 
bedlinen look 
particularly enticing 
in a classic iron bed. 
Sophie double bed, 
£599, excluding 
mattress and delivery. 
The Wrought Iron & 
Brass Bed Company 
A smart trim extends 
the draught 
protection offered 
by a pelmet. 

Interior design by 
Highgate House. 
Aristotle Greek key 
border, from £60 a 
metre, Samuel & Sons 
Visually, throws in 
varying textures seem 
all the more cosy. 
Wilderness textiles, 
from £16, Sainsbury's 







When we first climb into bed, 
warmth is vital to drift into 
a comfortable slumber. 
According to Gingerlily, this 
mulberry silk bedlinen adjusts 
to body temperature to 
ensure warmth when needed. 
Tropical nightsilk bedlinen, 
from £29, Gingerlily 

Rugs help trap heat 
underfoot; choose a natural 
material for maximum warmth. 
Tapis D' Avignon felt rug, 210cm 
X 213cm, £1,692, Roger Oates 



adds: “Anything natural always lends warmth, so as 
well as the obvious wool carpets and rugs, I would 
suggest sisal or jute, and cork floors in bathrooms.” Be 
sure to check the material is suitable around water. 

Stone floors benefit from underfloor heating. Wood 
explains: “This creates the most even coverage of heat 
with the same temperature maintained across a room 
or house, leaving no icy corners.” Watenbased systems 
are sometimes unfeasible to install beneath an existing 
floor. The alternative is electric underfloor heating, 
“which is brilliant, as it can be turned on by the flick 
of a switch like an electric blanket,” remarks Wood. 
Heated floors can even change living habits, “Garden 
rooms really benefit from underfloor heating, as they 
have a larger amount of windows than other rooms, 
and the underfloor heating keeps the room suitable 
for yeanround use,” says Rutherford. 

STYLISH WALLS 

Although more expensive than most wallcoverings, 
fabric walls are an effective investment. “For locking in 
heat I would always recommend fabric walling because 
the interlining between the wall and the fabric is very 
effective at catching draughts and keeping heat in the 
room,” endorses Wood. For a less dramatic solution 
Rutherford suggests, “Bookcases also provide another 
layer to the walls, whilst giving you the opportunity to 
decorate the room with all sorts of colourful book 
spines and ornaments.” ► 





CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Patterns 
can help a small 
room feel cosy. 
Shepperton carpet in 
white, £148 a square 
meter, Stark Carpets 
Tongue-and-groove 
affixed to battening 
creates an insulating 
air buffer around 
walls. Interior by 
Sims-Hilditch. 

This room has 
changeable covers 
for summer and 
winter, "In the short, 
dark days of winter 
the deep-red fire 
hues (below) work 
well with the lower 
light levels, making 
the room rich and 
inviting, "says 
Rutherford. Interior 
by Gramlick Designs. 
A textured wing-back 
chair offers tactile 
protection from chills. 
Chair fabric in Sabine, 
£105 a metre; cushion 
in Arlay Stripe, £89 a 
metre, both Colefax 
and Fowler. 
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Invest in a Warmer Winter 

British designed and built, a Clearview wood burning stove will enrich 
your life and is considered by many to be the bnest in the world. 
With dancing flames behind crystal clear glass and its natural warmth, 
you will even hnd yourself looking forward to winter. 


CLEARVIEW 

STOVES 

Britain’s leading manufacturer of 
clean burning wood stoves 


STOCKISTS THROUGHOUT THE UK 
Brochure Line: 01588 650 123 www.clearviewstoves.com 
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Shhh...Our wool bedding is 
sleep’s best kept secret! 




The only natural bedding solution that holds the 
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There is nothing like an open fire or wood-burner for creating a cosy 
atmosphere; just seeing a live flame makes the room feel inviting 


PRACTICAL ELEMENTS 
Making sure our homes keep heat trapped inside 
begins with examining the architectural structure. 
Chief executive of the National Insulation Association, 
Neil Marshall, reveals: “An astounding 58 per cent of 
heat can be lost through uninsulated walls and roofs.” 

Many of us believe our homes are properly insulated 
when, in fact, they could be much better insulated. 

The Energy Saving Trust states that, by installing cavity 
wall insulation, savings of up to £275 a year can be 
made on heating costs, and installing loft insulation 
can result in a saving of £240 a year; both of which can 
be installed in a couple of hours. Insulating solid walls 
is even more effective at keeping warm air inside, but it 
is a longer installation process. If installing insulation 


in a period property, Rutherford advices, “Obtain 
professional advice when retroTitting insulation in 
older properties, so you get the right balance between 
insulation and ventilation; getting it wrong can result 
in damp.” For expert advice consult a National 
Insulation Associatiomregistered installer. 

Straddling the line between visual and practical 
warmth, fires instantly ensure a warm environment. 
Rutherford enthuses, “There is nothing like an open 
fire or woodturner for creating a cosy atmosphere; 
even if it is not required for the heat, just seeing a live 
flame makes the room feel inviting.” General manager 
of the Solid Fuel Association, Jim Fambeth, explains 
“With open fires people are looking for the radiant 
heat, cheeriness and cosiness that comes from the ► 


CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Contact 
a HETAS installer to 
ensure a stove is the 
correct dimension 
to heat the room. 
Huntingdon 30 stove, 
£1,449; Pembroke 
mantel, £639, Stovax 
A well-insulated 
window seat is a joy. 
Windows, from 
£4,095, Mumford 
& Wood 

Spot lighting brings a 
soft and cheery glow. 
Domeo, £95, Loaf 
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ABOVE A classic 
range cooker will 
generate a desirable 
level of heat. 
Kitchens from 
£25,000, the Bath 
Kitchen Company 
MIDDLE Consider 
placing radiators 
against interior 
walls so heat is 
not lost through 
an exterior wall. 

Cast iron radiator, 
£435.46, The 
Radiator Centre 
BOTTOM Combine 
protection with 
traditional appeal. 
Opening bronze 
window, £535, 50cm 
X 1 05cm; glass with 
applied lead, £90, 
Architectural Bronze 
Casements 


physiological effects of an open fire, but you get more 
heat output from a stove than you would an open fire. 
As a rule, if you look at the manufacturer’s stated heat 
output from a stove it is probably going to be double 
that of an open fire.” Burning wood, whether on a fire 
or in a stove gives a quick response, where as solid fuel 
will burn for much longer periods of time, hence 
multifuel stoves are popular because they offer the 
chance to choose the type and speed of heat required. 

Creating warmth inside is of little use if it escapes 
through the window, so the right glazing is key. “Triple 
glazing comes at high cost and is not necessarily 
justified when comparing comfort with financial 
savings,” managing director of Mumford (Sc Wood, 
Frank Buckley, says. “Consider using a double-glazed 
system with an upgrade in the glass specification.” For 
older properties consult a specialist timber-window 
manufacturer, “even replacing an old, poorly fitting 
single-glazed window with a modern single-glazed 
alternative immediately reduce draughts and rattles.” 

At the heart of a home, range cookers offer a 
traditional heating option. Mark Blewitt of Esse 
explains, “The cooker and boiler on our central- 
heating models each have their own burner, so they 
can be controlled entirely independently of each other. 
You can choose to have a cooker on without the 
heating or vice versa, llf selecting a gas model] consider 
a flueless model because there is no flue from which 
to lose heat unnecessarily.” ■ 
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irinq imaginations for over 30 years, , , 




Over 30 years of British design and engineering have gone into creating the UK’s most comprehensive 
range of high quality woodburning, solid-fuel, gas and electric stoves and fireplaces. 


STOVAX 

c zca 

Fire Your 1 i 

magi nation 


www.stovax.com 






For details of your nearest 
stockist call us on 
(01242) 582 777 or 
www.montpellier.co.uk MONT IP IE IL IL II IE R 

NATURAL STONE FOR EVERY HOME 




SOLUTIONS FOR FIRESTHAT SMOKE 

Give your room the beautiful open fire it deserves. 
Our wood-burning convection fire allows you to 
design a unique period-style open fire for your home 
with confidence, because it’s HETAS approved and 
won’t smoke. Includes fire, canopy, dog irons and grate. 


Problem chimney? Thatched property? 


Call 0 1 905 820181 to find out how 


our fires can help. 


paul@camelotrealfires.co.uk 

www.camelotrealfires.co.uk 
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BY DEFINITION: 
FIREPLACES 


The traditional heart of the home, fireplaces remain an essential focal point, even where no 
longer the primary source of heating. Here is a brief introduction to some useful terms 


HREDOGS, GRATES & EIREBACKS 

Firedogs (also known as andirons) are 
a pair of supports for logs in a fireplace; 
they were commonly used from medieval 
times to hold huge logs. Basket grates 
were introduced in Tudor times when 
coal was first introduced as a fuel. By the 
early eighteenth century the basket 
was raised on wroughtdron struts and 
was fitted with a grid at its base to improve 
the oxygenation of the fire and through 
which the embers could fall. At this time, 
it was common to add a fireback - a thick 
iron plate, often decorated with a coat 
of arms or similar design - set at the back 
of a hearth to protect the wall and reflect 
heat into the room. Improved efficiency 
came during the following century when 
register grates evolved; enclosed with 
steel, brass or tile slips, they regulated 
updraft and prevented smoke from 
billowing into the room. 

HEARTH 

This is the floor or ledge of the fireplace 
that usually extends into the room. Its 
original purpose was to provide a nom 
combustible barrier between the grate and 
the floor of the room, and to prevent 
burning embers or logs from damaging 
flooring or furniture. For reasons of safety 
and practicality, it is either made or faced 
with hardwearing, nomcombustible 
material, such as brick, stone, slate or tiles. 

CHIMNEYPIECE 

In Saxon times, the hearth was located 
centrally in the room with some of the 
smoke rising through a hole in the roof. 
The chimneypiece came into being when 
the fire was moved to an outer wall and 
capped with a hood that collected the 
smoke and funnelled it up through a 
chimney or opening in the wall. Over time. 


the chimneypiece came to refer 
to the entire frame of a fireplace. 

As the focal point of the room, the 
chimneypiece became extraordinarily 
elaborate and many great architects 
stamped their style on fashionable houses 
through their trademark chimneypieces. 
In England these included the 
Palladiaminfluenced designs of Inigo 
Jones, the Neo-Classical work of Robert 
Adams, the Regency classical style typified 
by Sir John Soane’s chimneypieces and, 
later, the Arts and Crafts influence of 
designers such as William Morris. 

MANTELPIECE/MANTEL 

These terms are synonymous with 
chimneypiece, although a ‘mantelpiece’ 


is commonly used to refer to the mantel 
shelf - the protruding shelf that sits above 
the fireplace. The term ‘mantelpiece’ is 
generally used to refer to surrounds of 
a modest and more domestic nature. 

OVERMANTEL 

This is the integral, ornamental panel 
located above the mantel shelf - often 
consisting of panelling, or an ornate 
frame for pictures or mirrors, constructed 
in the same materials as the chimneypiece. 
These lost favour when Georgian 
simplicity took over from the 
flamboyance of earlier periods. Today, 
the term is most commonly used in 
association with a mirror designed to 
sit above a mantel shelf. ► 



ABOVE Fire baskets can be wonderfully ornate. This copy of a late eighteenth-century basket includes 
a pierced fret and classical finials. It is suitable for use with solid fuel or gas fires. 

Locke fire surround, £14,100; Croome Steel Fire Basket, £3,900, both Chesney's 
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LEFT The elegant lines 
of this Palladian-style 
chimneypiece offer a 
subtle grandeur. 
Oxford chimneypiece 
with marble frieze, 
£5,400, Jamb 
BELOW Stoves may 
be designed to burn 
a variety of solid fuels, 
but seasoned wood 
creates wonderfully 
atmospheric flame 
patterns. 200 XK 


multi-fuel stove, 
£1,279, Esse 
BOTTOM Modern 
stoves are many times 
more efficient than 
an open fire and most 
fireplaces may be 
adapted accordingly, 
although an 
appropriate flue lining 
will usually be required. 
2610 woodburning 
stove, from 
£1,878, Hwam 




FLUE 

For a fire to be efficient it must have a 
passageway through which the products 
of combustion are drawn up and out of 
the building. In most houses built before 
1965, flues were rendered or ‘parged’ 
inside with lime mortar, which, over time, 
deteriorates and falls back into the 
fireplace as sand. As these flues erode, 
they become less efficient. Tardike marks 
or condensates can appear on walls and 
smoke and/ or carbon monoxide fumes 
may leak into the house - these can go 
unnoticed in an older property, where 
the plasters are designed to breathe. 

Post 1965 houses were generally built 
with more resilient clay liners. If installing 
a woodburner, the suitability of the flue 
will be a primary consideration. 

FENDER 

A fender is a low, metal guard made of iron 
and/ or brass that is used to protect the rug 
or floor from flying embers or sparks. The 
Edwardian era saw the advent of the ‘club 
fender’ - a taller fender with cushioned 
seating pads, which was originally a means 
of providing additional seating in billiard 
rooms and libraries, but rapidly became 


popular as a means of enhancing the 
drawing rooms of fashionable houses. 

INGLENOOK 

‘Ingle’ is the old English for ‘fireplace’, 
whilst ‘nook’ means a recess or corner. 
These were originally large, enclosed 
fireplaces, the original function of which 
was to provide space for those who were 
using the fire for cooking purposes, but. 


inevitably, benches were placed along 
the side walls to provide a small, cosy 
place where family members could warm 
themselves. Fireplaces began to shrink 
in size when grates were introduced, 
and smaller chimneys were found to be 
more efficient; however, the decorative 
columns and trims of traditional 
chimneypieces are a direct descendant 
of inglenook features. ■ 


100 THE ENGLISH HOME 


FEATURE DEBORAH GRAY PHOTOGRAPHS CHESNEY'S, JAMB 






PURE 

COLLECTION 


THE PERFECT 

CASHMERE 

SWEATER 


Cashmere is a luxury 
to indulge in eeerj day 
Our beautiful eashmere 
neek is sumptuously 
soft, made from the finest 
eashmere fibres in the 
world. Wonderfully 
flattering, make this 
your new go- to sweater 
Onee experieneed, neeer 
forgotten. Purehase 
today at an exelusiee 
introduetory priee. 


exclusive 

introductory 

offer 


£69 

NORMALLY £99 \ 

SAVE £30 

PLUS FREE DELIVERY 
AND RETURNS 


CASHMERE V NECK 
SWEATER 

In a semi-fitted shape with 
ribbed trim at hem and cuff. 

100% Sustainable Cashmere. 
Length: 60cm (23. 5") 

Sizes 8-20 / LK-T47 
RRP £99.00 
OFFER PRICE £69.00 


Shop our full collection 
online 

WWW.PURECOLLECTION.COM 

by phone 

0844 848 1030 

in store 

CHICHESTER, GUILDFORD, 
NORTHCOTE RD - LONDON, MARLOW, 
REIGATE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, YORK 


25% off 

our full collection 

OFFER CODE 
UKBN0104 

PLUS FREE DELIVERY 
AND RETURNS 


Offer valid until nnidnight 01/11/15 on full priced items only. Please quote the offer code at the point of purchase. Free delivery applies to the standard delivery charge only. Offer not valid on sale items, is non-transferable, 
and is one time use only. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with another offer. No adjustments may be made to prior purchases. Offer cannot be used in Pure Collection department store concessions or on their websites. 
Pure Collection reserves the right to amend / withdraw this offer at any time. For full terms and conditions visit our website. 




THE MAKER’S 
MARK 

Renewed focus on craftsmanship has brought 
a new generation of designer-makers to the fore, 
not least in the realm of furniture making 


T he summer exhibition at the Victoria and Albert 

museum this year was in partnership with the Crafts 
Council, and considered the theme ‘What is Luxury’. 

It was an exploration of the multifarious perceptions 
of luxury over time, but what was apparent was that many such 
notions were underpinned by rarity - and what might be lost. 

In some sectors, craft and, more specifically, evidence of 
a skilled maker’s hand are paramount in contemporary 
understanding of the idea. Where once items that had been 
mass-produced might have been prized, a slow shift in priorities 
in certain sectors has caused renewed interest in provenance 
and the maker behind the product. 

Shops such as The New Craftsmen, Labour and Wait and 
Objects of Use perhaps epitomise this interest, but provenance 
has also become a theme in more generalist operations, such 
as Real’s and The Conran Shop, and a selling point in shops 
like West Elm and Anthropologie. Online shops Etsy and 
Folksy also echo the mood. 

It is perhaps a similar reaction to that which spurred the Arts 
and Crafts movement led by William Morris and John Ruskin in 
the early days of industrialisation. At the independent gallery 
Compton Verney this summer. The Arts & Crafts House: Then and 
Now positioned original Arts and Crafts pieces against 
contemporary counterparts: chair makers Sidney and Ernest 
Barnsley next to Sebastian Cox, for example, and Rapture (Sc 
Wright alongside Charles Voysey. 

Rosy Greenlees, executive director of the Crafts Council believes 
the resurgence of public interest in craft was heightened by the 
recession of 2008. “People started looking for an alternative to 
over and mass consumption, and so there was a renewed interest 
in authentic products with known provenance,” she muses. 


“The recession also led to more people wanting to learn timeless 
and practical skills, and so, alongside an increase in amateur 
participation, I think there has been a renewed interested in 
the professional makers.” 

Whilst many people, from furniture maker Tortie Hoare to 
the Crafts Council itself, are concerned about the demise of 
training institutions for furniture making specifically, recent 
government funding will help to enable designer-makers to 
establish successful businesses, with a view to export. This July, 

Arts Council England awarded the Crafts Council and The New 
Craftsmen £200,000 for a three-year programme to grow a 
sustainable and international market for British craft - currently, 
only around 27 per cent of makers export their work. 

“Furniture is notoriously hard as a start-up business, due to 
equipment and space needed and access to a relatively small, niche 
market,” explains Greenlees. “To date, applications to our talent 
development programmes have been lower from furniture makers, 
in comparison to other disciplines. This funding helped us to 
specifically target and encourage more furniture makers to apply.” 

Other funding for education and talent development is available 
at the Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Trust (QEST), where alumnus 
Aidan McEvoy was invited to design and make a table in 
renovation of the Buckingham Palace Summerhouse. The Cockpit 
Arts also offers shelter for fledging craft businesses, and, this year. 
Decorex launched its Future Heritage Foundation. 

The mood is something private enterprise has picked up on, too. 
This year saw over 350 makers participate in the inaugural London 
Craft Week - support came from Walpole and luxury 
watchmakers Vacheron Constantin, among others. 

What follows is a spotlight on just a few furniture designer- 
makers that have caught the attention of The English Home, ► 
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Oak dining table and 
leather-back chairs, 
designed by Gareth 
Neal in collaboration 
with Bill Annberg 
Studio, appeared 
in Modern Makers, 
a selling exhibition 
of applied art at 
Chatswort h House. 

2]jm2{8]|l9 Benchmai 
marked its 30th 
anniversary in 2014. 
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Collaboration with architect Zaha Hadid and pieces in 
collections and exhibitions around the world, not least 
at the V(SlA and the Saatchi Gallery, are just two of the 
achievements of this successful furniture designer and 
craftsman. A lecturer in furniture design at Brighton 
University, the approach of the London-based designer 
is to consider the relationship between traditional 
techniques and modern technology. This theme is 
apparent in the Brodgar chair, a piece he designed with 
Orkney chair maker Kevin Gauld for The New 
Craftsmen; it bears a traditional back made of woven 
oats combined with a the structure of a Windsor chair. 
Another piece, in English ash, is Three Draw George, 
which revisits a 17 80s George III commode to place it 
in contemporary form. 
garethneal.co.uk; orkneyfurniture.co.uk 


Matthew and Andrew Galvin look to English 
hardwoods for inspiration for their work 

What better synchronicity can there be than 
two brothers, a designer and a joiner, building 
upon their father’s 61 years of joinery and 
cabinetmaking experience. Such is the setup for 
Matthew and Andrew Galvin, the pair operating 
from a workshop in their home town of Beverley, 
East Yorkshire. Working chiefly but not 
exclusively in English oak, the pair insist on 
placing “traditional joinery techniques at the 
centre of contemporary forms”. 

The Pippy Oak collection, Galvin Brother’s first 
range of oak furniture, was launched in 2012 and 
includes side tables, benches and dining tables. 

A subsequent collection. Gross Lap, explores “the 
robust structural integrity of the ‘crossed half lap’ 
join in the leg configurations that run corner to 
corner beneath various shapes”. Galvin Brothers’ 
designs possess that warm, clean utility that 
transcends interior styles, whether traditional or 
resolutely contemporary. In London, the pair’s 
work is available through The New Graftsmen, 
but the new shop in Beverley is well worth a visit. 
galvinbrothers.co.uk 


CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Matthew 
and Andrew Galvin. 
The Brodgar chair 
features a traditional 
Orkney straw back, 
£2,250, The New 
Craftsmen. 

Gareth Neal at work 
in his studio. 

Pippy oak comes to 
the fore in designs by 
the Galvin Brothers. 


Galvin Brothers 



Gareth Neal 

Blending traditional practice with contemporary 
design to make singular furniture pieces 
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Sebastian Cox 

Award-winning furniture designer 
and maker, working with native woods 

The name of this talented furniture designer and maker is 
on many lips at the moment. Cox’s elegant, textural designs 
have won broad appeal, and this year they have resulted in 
collaboration with kitchen makers deVOL. Most recently, 
he launched Bayleaf, a furniture collection that includes 
a glass-fronted armoire, dining table and upholstered 
daybed, each hand-crafted from London plane, English 
ash, sycamore and oak. “I wanted to create a really small, 
yet precise, and exquisite collection of pieces, which really, 
truly, demonstrate the value of our under-acknowledged 
British hardwoods”. Such was the integrity of Cox’s 
collection. The English Home saw fit to present him with 
our annual Best in British Craftsmanship award. 
sebastiancox.co.uk 





TOP TO BOTTOM 
Sebastian Cox's 
Shake sideboard is 
made from coppiced 
Kentish chestnut and 
English ash, £2,800. 
Sebastian Cox 
at work. 

Tortie Hoare. 


The prototype 
interpretation of 
Josef Frank's Butterfly 
Chair upholstered in 
leather and linen, by 
Tortie Hoare. 



Tortie Hoare 

Sustainability is key to the 
output of this young talent 
working from south London 

One of the 150 craft makers working from 
Pullens Yards, the dedicated studio space 
in south London, Tortie Hoare is coming 
into her own. The furniture maker, 
fashioning desirable pieces from wood and 
leather, grew up in the South West, which 
helped inform her design ethic: “I’m such 
a countryside girl. My parents were very 
aware, and sustainability has basically been 
drummed into me,” she says. Following 
an apprenticeship with a cabinetmaker, 
she studied at Bucks New University, and 
subsequently won New Designer of the 
Year in 2010. Whilst training, Hoare learnt 
about a medieval method of boiling 
leather, the results of which she integrates 
with her furniture designs. All her wood 
is English or European, and she tries to 
use as much English wood as possible, 
which she often sources from the South 
West on visits home: “I like to use wood 
that hasn’t travelled far, but I also think 
it is the nicest,” she says. 
tortiehoare.com ^ 
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Visit your nearest showroom in the south of England to experience the difference. 

To request a portfolfo or speak to a designer: 0^45 4^^^ 0025 












Samuel Chan 

Influential contemporary designer with 
a London studio and Shropshire workshop 

This contemporary furniture designenmaker was 
born in Hong Kong but educated in Britain, 
where he trained to be a furniture designer in 
London, Middlesex and Buckinghamshire 
universities. Chan set up his design company. 
Channels, in 1995. He operates from a studio^ 
showroom in southwest London and a workshop 
in Shropshire, a setup that enables him to keep 
business imhouse. Chan says he has always been 
interested in design as a process, not just a 
concept to be outsourced to another department, 
and, as a consequence, his workshop focuses on 
using traditional skills. “For us, the cabinetmaker 
will always take precedence over the machine,” 
he says. Designs are clean and contemporary, 
reflecting his focus on turning new design 
concepts into furniture using artisan practises. 

He is an influential figure in the industry, 
with five Design Guild marks. 

A second company, Joined+Jointed, offers 
a commercial range of furniture (see page 108) 
with design integrity at its heart. 
channelsdesign.com 



TOP LEFT Three Wise 
Men pendant lights in 
American white oak 
and American black 
walnut, £POA, 
Channels. 

ABOVE Samuel Chan 
is based in London 
and Shropshire. 

TOP RIGHT Petter 
Southall. 

RIGHT The Ring 
Base chair, in oak 
with oiled finish, 
rattan seat and back, 
is a one-off project 
by Petter Southall. 




Petter Southall 

Global themes play with traditional techniques in 
the work of this skilled furniture maker 

Many of Southall’s pieces are available through his 
gallery at Sladers Yard in West Bay, near Bridport, 
but the Japamborn Norwegian designer and maker also 
brings his talents to Gaze Burvill, the garden furniture 
makers. With an astute, creative eye, Southall trained 
as a boat builder in Norway before training further 
as a cabinetmaker in California. But it was under 
John Makepeace at Hooke Park that Southall could 
explore his creativity. Inspired by the wind and sea, his 
light, and somewhat ethereal, pieces bear a pleasing 
practicality. Southall avoids using glues and 
composites as much as possible, enabling the 
integrity of the material at hand to come to the fore. 
pettersouthall.com; sladersyard.co.uk ► 
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Collective Practice 

Bridging the worlds of makers, designers and 
much larger commercial outfits, a number of 
workshops in England offer sound, traditional 
furniture^making services to those increasing 
output. Many also develop and sell their own 
ranges, employing the skills of contracted or 
imhouse designers. Offering a somewhat 
contemporary range, Joined+Jointed, a 
collective led by Samuel Chan, insists that 
craft and design be equal partners in their 
output. In so doing, the team produces what 
could easily become the classic pieces of 
tomorrow. Chairmakers Sitting Firm operates 
from a Coventry workshop, supplying items to 
Russell Pinch, Cox (Sc Cox, Porta Romana, 
and some items for Sebastian Cox. Started by 
David Green 25 years ago, the company has 
also worked with John Lewis, Real’s and 
Liberty. Chairs are also available for direct 
purchase. Meanwhile, Berkshire workshop 
Benchmark, founded by Sir Terence Conran 
and Sean Sutcliffe in 1984, offers considered 
various furniture items, from tables to 
floor lights, for direct purchase, alongside 
collaborations with designers such as Sir 
Paul Smith and Gareth Neal. 
benchmark.com; sittingfirm.co.uk; 
joincdandjointcd.com ■ 


ABOVE The eight- 
seat Darby table is 
made from oak or 
elm, depending on 
the suitability of the 
wood available, from 
£2,995, Benchmark. 
RIGHT Huxley 
console table in 
oak has neoclassical 
influences, £445, 
Joined+Jointed. 
BELOW Elmwood 
Coventry chair, 
designed by Chris 
Eckersley and made 
by Sitting Firm, 

£600, Cox & Cox. 
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The finest English handmade furniture 




261 Fulham Road, London SW3 5694^ - 

sales@beaumontandfletcher.com wv^^i^b^limontandflet^ni 

Clarence sofa & Ottoman toBh^^isoS^re^^ Como si^velvet teal 
Couture hand embroidered cushions r ^ 

Amelia silk on walls - . 
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Crisp linen, good silverware andmgod-enh^ncing 
'accessories turn even the sirr^^t meal mtbJB 
; a delectable dining occ^iom - ^ 


The centrepiece of a 
table need not be floral. 
A glass bowl filled with 
fruit makes an excellent 
alternative in a richly 
decorated space, such 
as this dining room 
by Alidad. The bespoke 
mural was painted on 
site by Mark Done. 
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W ithin Oscar Wilde’s A Woman of No 
Importance, Lady Caroline proclaims 
that, ‘After a good dinner, one can 
forgive anybody, even one’s own 
relations’. But a good dinner cannot solely be judged 
on the food consumed; a good dinner requires the 
right mood and setting. A generous bunch of fresh 
flowers in the centre of the table, fine white linen 
napkins, and candlelight, these things, amongst others, 
are devices with which to create the perfect atmosphere 
for dining with friends and family. 

It is worth investing in a good stock of basics. This 
will make everyday dining a pleasure and provide an 
excellent foundation for special occasions, when the 
table can be embellished with accessories. 

Do not skimp on cutlery (known as flatware within 
the trade). A fine, heavyweight set in a classic design, 
such as a pistol handle or a fiddle pattern, can last 
generations. Try Arthur Price, William Turner, 
Glazebrook (Sc Co for a variety of sterling silver, 
silvenplate and stainless^steel options. Also try The 
London Silver Vaults. For second-hand sets, there 
is eBay and Istdibs, and for timeless contemporary 
designs look to David Mellor Design. 

Glasses are important in setting the tone of a meal. 
Crystal is the obvious choice when looking for a 
pleasing sparkle, especially in the evening. Long 
established and highly respected brands, such as 
Dartington Crystal, Waterford Crystal, Riedel and 
Baccarat make glassware that flatters any table. For 
cleaner, more modern designs there is The Conran 
Shop and Real’s, which both stock a good range of 
brands, including LSA International and the durable 
tempered glassware of Duralex Picardie. 

The keystone of any table is the tableware. It is 
hard to go wrong with plain white, which always looks 
smart, but do not be afraid of pattern, colour or even 
gilding. “Food looks generally more appetising 
on darker coloured plates,” notes Clinton Wright, 
project manager at Villeroy (Sc Boch, a German 
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Classic 

polished silverware, 
whether new or 
inherited, sets the 
tone for dining. 

Bead, stainless steel, 
table knife, £17.50; 
table fork, £13; 
dessert spoon, £11, 
all Arthur Price 
of England 
The accessories on 
this table, including 
the gilded candle- 
holders and bunches 
of burgundy flowers, 
reflect the overall 
decoration of the 
dining room, creating 
a harmonious whole. 
Napkins embroidered 
with silver dragonflies 
accentuate the pretty 
good looks of this 
table set by interior 
designer and 
superlative hostess 
Nina Campbell. 
Dragonfly napkin, 
£10.95 each; 
Amethyst Wine 
Goblet, £29 each; 
Diamond Wine 
Glass, £19 each, 
all Nina Campbell. 
Combine candlelight, 
cut glass and gilding 
for maximum sparkle. 
Wedgwood at 
Harlequin London 



company that is well known for both 
glamorous sets and those suitable for 
everyday use. Other European makers 
with superb designs include Herend and 
Royal Limoges. Alternatively, consider 
English favourites Wedgwood, Spode 
or Thomas Goode. The latter also offers 
a monogramming service as well as 
bespoke design options. 

Another excellent way to change 
the mood of a dining room is with 
a tablecloth. A very ordinary table 
becomes special when covered with 
luxurious, embroidered linen; equally. 


a grand table can be visually lightened 
with a simple coloured or patterned 
tablecloth. Add to the look with place 
mats and pure linen napkins, with or 
without napkin rings. “If you want to be 
a bit more playful with your table setting, 
try mixing and matching colours,” 
suggests Inga Lukauskiene, founder and 
designer of LinenMe. For a personal 
touch, monogram the napkins with the 
initials of family members, or for larger 
parties add placeholders. Good sources 
for table linen are Volga Linen, 
Summerill (Sc Bishop and The Linen 


ABOVE Embroidered 
tablecloths help to 
set the scene and 
make any table look 
fresh and pretty. 
Embroidered Pure 
Linen tablecloth, £65, 
Cologne & Cotton 
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THE FINEST TIMBER 
WINDOWS AND DOORS 



MADE INK 
BRITAIN a 


THE SASH 
WINDOW 

WORKSHOP 


Which? 

Trupt^dtrai^ j 


NEW INSTALLATIONS, 
UPGRADES, AND REPAIRS 


01344 868 668 

www.sashwindow.com 












Beautiful tableware and linens add a subtle but important 
sensory impact to the pleasurable experience of dining 


Works. Try Rush Matters for woven reed place mats, 
Patrick Mavros for smaller silver items, such as napkin 
rings, and Oka for general homeware items. 

Candlelight elevates any occasion, whether it is a 
simple meal for two, or a celebratory meal for a large 
group. Consider the mood different candles can 
create: tealights are informal; candelabras provide 
focus and drama; and groups of church candles have 
an air of romance and solemnity. 

Candles also come in a fantastic range of colours 
(try Pentreath (Sc Hall, or Charles Farris, which has 
been making candles since 1845), so experiment with 
bold shades for a joyful, celebratory air. However, avoid 
using scented candles, as they can be overpowering and 
tend to interfere with the smell and taste of the food. 


Flowers have a language of their own and instantly 
communicate a mood, so choose with care. Generally 
speaking, the more blooms the headier the 
atmosphere, but when thoughtfully displayed, say, 
in ornate silver vases, tiny flowers, such as snowdrops 
or scented wild violets can also have a wonderful effect. 
Bear in mind that a large arrangement in the centre 
of the table can obstruct conversation. 

The comfort of guests is paramount, as Jamie 
Horton, managing director of Harlequin London 
warns: “Even with a stunning display, a hard chair or 
a cold room will ruin the evening.” Remember, also, 
to step back and make sure all the elements used to 
create the desired display work in harmony, but, 
above all else, be expressive and have fun. ► 


CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT Champagne 
sets a jovial mood. 
Avignon Champagne 
Flutes, £42 each, 

Royal Brierley at 
Dartington Crystal 
White tableware 
holds timeless appeal. 
La Classica Contura, 
from £32; La Classica 
Nuova soup tureen, 
£185, Villeroy & Boch 
Place holders provide 
a sense of occasion. 
Set of four apple or 
pear place holders, 
£42, Rowen & Wren 
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FURNITURE RESOURCES 

I & JL Brown A large range of 
furniture handmade in Herefordshire, 
inspired by English and French country 
antiques, available in a choice of 
colours, finishes, and bespoke sizes. 
brownantiques.com 

Neptune Affordable, well-made 
dining tables and chairs in versatile, 
classic designs that fit a variety of styles. 
neptune.com 

Dining Chair Company Excellent 
selection of furniture, including tables, 
chairs, benches and stools, with a 
bespoke service available. 
diningchair.co.uk 

Arthur Brett Fine craftsman-made 
pieces inspired by the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. 
arthurbrett.com 

Julian Chichester Modern, 
glamorous, sculptural dining tables and 
chairs that make a statement. 
julianch ich ester, com 

William Yeoward Furniture that is 
strong on detail with a good choice of 
round tables and upholstered chairs. 
williamyeoward. com 

Max Rollitt English eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century antique tables and 
chairs selected with a discerning eye. 
maxrollitt.com 

Early Oak Reproductions 
Handcrafted reproduction dining tables 
in designs from the sixteenth, 
seventeenth and eighteenth century. 
earlyoakreproductions.co.uk 
Brights of Nettlebed A family 
business offering reproduction classical 
furnishings and a bespoke service. 
brightsofnettlebed.co.uk 

Titchmarsh & Goodwin Makers of 
English hand-crafted furniture. 
titchmarsh-goodwin.co.uk 

India Jane A collection of furniture, 
perfect for a country house aesthetic. 
indiajane.co.uk 

Davidson Luxurious, gently 
contemporary pieces for smart settings. 
davidsonlondon.com ■ 




ABOVE A painted 
dresser with china 
makes this dining 
room feel inviting. 
Stafford dining chair, 
£290 each; Kraak 
plates, £32, all Oka 
LEFT Napkins and 
napkin rings formalise 
dining. Culinary 
Concepts leaf napkin 
rings, set of 4, £32.50; 
Culinary Concepts 
mixed napkin ring, set 
of 4, £29; Flamant 
Noah napkin ring, £15 
each, all at 
Houseology 
COLUMN William 
Yeoward shows that 
adhering to a colour 
scheme throughout 
creates striking results. 
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UK: 0845 658 9059 | Int: +44 (0) ,1189 84 5232 
www,tigermothlighting:com 


_J Lkl* 



+44 (0) 1483 284109 
info@leporello.co.uk 
www.leporello.co.uk 

5 Old Char Wharf, Dorking. Surrey RH4 lEF 


Beautiful furniture destgried and 
hand -crafted in England 




l1 





Inspirationally French 

:art of the Country Village, Nr Lichfield 01543 48: 4 1 4 


liture, lighting, cushions, oilcloth, table hnen, bedding and much more 

www.lamaisonbleue.co.uk 



Since 1926 


Traditionally hand-built British Bicycles 


For a brochure call: 01789 292263 • www.pashley.co.uk 





LITTLE BLACK BOOK 



TIM GOSLING 


Known for his intellectual approach to design, as well as his passion 
for architectural history and quality craftsmanship, Tim Gosling 
reveals his love of auctions, along with some treasured resources, 
favourite buildings and myriad sources of inspiration 


Where do you visit when searching for 
antiques or artwork? 

I know this sounds sad, but I look through 
nearly every single auction that takes place 
in London. I have various search engines 
that I use to track down antiquarian books, 
regency torchieres, gilded pelmets, and, 
quite recently, an Austrian eighteenth- 
century gilded harp for a client. 

Can you reveal your favoured resources 
for fabrics and wall coverings? 

Holland & Sherry do some wonderfully 
English herringbone fabrics, which I adore 
as it is a modern interpretation of Savile 
Row and is uniquely London. Eve recently 
started working with Fromental, which not 
only stitches silk into wall coverings, but 
also creates incredible chinoiserie 



embroidered designs of Chinese figures for 
the backs of some chairs I designed. The 
detail is exceptional. 

Which buildings or places inspire you? 

Working in listed buildings, first of all, is a 
great challenge, but secondly is where my 
heart is. The idea of building on a level of 
history and a thought process that has been 
grounded in the past gets me particularly 
frisky. The difference between working in 
a listed building in Westminster versus 
a palazzo on the Grand Canal in Venice is 
tremendously exciting. The buildings that 
I find inspirational are, of course, the Sir 
John Soane’s Museum, the Banqueting 
House, Frank Gehry’s Walt Disney Concert 
Hall in Los Angeles, the Barcelona Pavilion 
stopped me in my tracks... in truth this list 
could be 18 pages long! 

What new collections do you admire? 

At the moment, I am creating a project in 
Regent’s Park and its wonderful use of very 
vibrant colour has stretched my thought 
process into a new direction. I’ve been 
using some wonderful Manuel Canovas 
fabrics, coupled with the vibrancy of 
Designers Guild. The furniture has been 
a combination of pieces I’m designing, 
antiques from Valerie Wade and modern 
furniture from Amy Somerville 

What are your favourite new buys? 

I recently purchased a pair of Regency 
statues for the front portico at my home, 
which stand guard perfectly balanced 
against the architecture and the box trees. 
They make me smile every morning. I’ve 
also been lucky enough to win at auction 
a really important letter by John Webb, 
discussing Inigo Jones’ work on Old St 
Paul’s Cathedral in 1633, which is the 
starting date of quite an extensive 



ABOVE The detailed embroidered Chinese figures 
created for Gosling by Fromental. 

LEFT The Main Hall at Banqueting House has 
provided a spectacular venue for events, including 
those of kings and queens, since 1622 . 


collection of ephemera and drawings 
I am putting together of architects and 
designers based in England. 

What are your must-attend events? 

Ai Weiwei at the Royal Academy, until 
13 December, is a must see, and I 
am launching my third book. Classic 
Contemporary: The DNA of Furniture 
Design, which is something I’m really 
looking forward to. ■ 


Classic Contemporary by Tim Gosling is 
published by Thames & Hudson (£45). To 
order a copy at the special price of £35, 
including UK mainland delivery (overseas 
costs available on 
request), please call 
01903 828 503, 
quoting ^TH272\ 

Offer is subject to 
availability and valid 
until 9 November 2015. 
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FEATURE KATY MCLEAN 




meg morton 


•Stylish Lighting •Bespoke Lamp Shades 
•Homewares * Designer Fabric •Gifts 
^vww.megmorton.cQ.uk 01747 850576 



LAKELAND pUintS 

mineral earth pigments 
- for unrivalled quality and colour - 
lakelandpaints.com 01524 852371 



Lesser-Spottedf 

The Place to Find Rare, Unusual and Beautiful Pieces 


Introducing our Complimentary Sourcing Service 



Let us find something for your House, on the House 

www.lesser-spotted.co.uk 





Wi'ought Iron and Brass Bed Co. 

[ Ltiul in 




s 


A laintty roinptuiv, ulieiv all om IkhI> aiv hand made 
and cotiiL'- uidi a lilLliiiii' 


0148.5 .542.510 


.vvr()iiglitir<)naiKll)rassl)e(Lc(>.uk 







Whether its traditional or classic, fitted or freestanding, our 
kitchens and bathrooms are refreshingly different. 

Visit our showroom at Moreton in Marsh in the heart of the 
Cotswolds or register online for a brochure and free no 
obligation home visit. 

Commissions fulfilled throughout UK, France and worldwide. 


Hope House High Street Moreton-in-Marsh Glous. GL56 OLH 
www.unfitted.co.uk info@unfitted.co.uk 01608 650065 


rtoK - looH I 


Redefining Classic Kitchens & Bathrooms 


unfitted 


Mjide ir^ 

Britain 


flnrann^ia 


gofeme Quopker 



Over 35 years of quality British craftsmanship 
Extensive fabric and customisation options 
Luxury 14cm deep mattresses on all our sofa beds 
Exceptional value compared to the high street 




Willow S> Hall 


Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds 


Call 0845 468 0577 

or visit willowandhalLco.uk/english 
to request free samples, a catalogue 
and showroom information 
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QUINTESSENTIALLY 

Inspiration for seasonal pastimes, to make the most of life at home, starts here ^ 



WINTER TREAT 

Present a dish of pears poached in red 
wine for an impressive crimson fanfare, 
whether at the end of a winter dinner 
party, or to bring a cheery end to a 
family supper on a bleak November 
evening. This dessert is extremely easy 
to make, and delivers delicious morsels 
of rich, yet delicately sweet, fruit. Select 
ripe comice pears and simply heat a 
bottle of red wine and around 200g of 
sugar then poach until soft, adding 
cinnamon and a vanilla pod to the pan 
if desired. Serve warm to keep seasonal 
chills sat bay. For a more detailed 
recipe, try jamieoliver.com/recipes/ 
fruinrecipes/ pearsumamarone 
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The scent of Agraria Bitter 
Orange Flower sets the tone 
in Nina Campbell's exquisite 
showrooms/shops. Nina was 
one of the first to introduce this 
beguiling brand into the UK. 
Agraria Bitter Orange Air Essence 
Diffuser, complete with balsa 
wood flowers and glass tray, 

£135, Nina Campbell 



FINISHING TOUCHES: 

SCENTING 
THE HOME 

Mary Carroll talks through options and ideas 
for adding just the right blend of delicate 
home scents throughout interiors 


W nting about the different ways interior designers use their 
skills to get the best out of a property has reminded me to 
look again at how I approach the look and feel of my own 
home. I have so enjoyed travelling through the various topics 
covered by the umbrella tag of ‘finishing touches’ for this series, and this 
month’s subject of scent is one close to my heart. I like nothing better than 
to enter the candle room at Fortnum (Sc Mason, the doorway of top perfumer 
Ormonde Jayne, or the display rooms at I (Sc JL Brown, where the scent 
of highly polished wood is as atmospheric as any fragrance concocted from 
flowers and herbs from around the world. 

All this enjoyment can be imbued into a home, making it such a pleasing 
place to enter, where the character of the dwelling is demonstrated through 
a soft, inviting bouquet that reflects the owner’s taste. 

The well scented home often consists of a layering effect, created by quite 
simple housekeeping tasks that culminate in a wonderful aroma filling 
each room with a welcome for the senses. If you have polished^wood 
surfaces, using a good beeswax polish will not only provide a lustrous finish, 
but a lingering scent, too; there is nothing quite like it for embedding 
an established, nostalgic scent that everyone reacts pleasantly to. Before 
friends and family start to gather, take the time to give the dining table ► 


RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM This can(dle has a sublime lavencder scent, and lasts for 40 
hours of burning time. Lavender-scented candle, £18.50, Branche d'Olive. 

For devotees of Diptyque, these ovals of scented wax in a porcelain shell are an ideal 
gift. Hang them in a wardrobe or slip between bedlinen. Scented oval, £32, Diptyque. 
Finding good household products that also smell fresh is a challenge. Common Good's 
collection is plant based, biodegradable and can be refilled to save on packaging. 
Lavender and bergamot linen water, £1 1 .50; tea tree all purpose cleaner, £1 1 ; 
bergamot hand soap, £11, all Common Good. 



a good polish. Once a pristine surface has been achieved, 
everything placed upon it will look just that little bit more 
refined, for an additional sense of occasion. 

Wood floors need regular maintenance to keep them looking 
their best, and to avoid ingrained dirt, which can build up over 
a period of time if not kept in check regularly with a good 
cleaning session. Find a cleaner/ polish that works really well 
and has a good scent, to help create the important layering effect. 
The same applies to stone floors, where dirt can build up within 
the grouting and effect the overall look. 

Setting an elegant table is a way of showing guests you care (as 
the feature covering how to create a delightful dining experience, 
reveals on page 110). Some very dear friends once extravagantly 
bought me a set of Miller Harris candles as a New Year’s Eve gift. 
Unable to light such a gorgeous present, 1 stored them away in my 
napkin drawer. Whenever 1 am getting my dining table ready for 
a special occasion, it is always a pleasure to open the napkin 
drawer and be greeted by 
a beautiful redolence. The 
candles create wonderfully 
scented napkins, which is a 
lovely touch for guests, too. 

1 have used the same idea 
with gift soaps, smuggled into 
linen and towel cupboards, to 
permeate sheets and pillowcases with a favourite scent. 

Many experts in scent would advise not to use scented candles 
on a dining table, so as not to confuse the enjoyment of food, but 
a good candle, lit half an hour before guests arrive, works well in 
just about any room. There are so many brands of candles to 
choose from, with waxes including soy and beeswax. Soy candles 
are made from soybeans, so it is a natural vegetable oil that is 
burnt, which is kinder on the environment and tends to last 
longer than paraffin. Many experienced perfumers will prefer a 
blend of both waxes, to create a candle that scents and burns well. 

From experience, the better the candle brand, the more likely 
the scent will linger and the adage you get what you pay for’ 
really does seem to apply in most instances. Inferior candles have 
the majority of the scent (which could be a very small amount) 
included in the top layer of wax, so the scent disappears as the 
candle burns. The quality of the perfume used is also very 
important, to ensure a clear scent is produced. 

I have learnt a few handy tips over the years, such as 
remembering to always trim the wick after purchasing a candle, 
and to trim each time before relighting. Letting a new candle 
burn for at least an hour, so the top layer of wax is completely 
melted, prevents the candle from burning unevenly. Finally, 
just as a good housekeeping tip, fish out any bits of loose 
wax, or other matter, to keep the surface clean. 


Depending on what flowers you choose to use in your home, 
blooms can add to the enjoyment of scent. White lilies are very 
successful at perfuming a room within a few hours, although it 
is always wise to cut off the topTeavy stamens, loaded with pollen, 
as they can cause untold damage to furniture and fabric. 

If, like me, you have succumbed to artificial flowers for some 
areas of your home, try to keep these blooms looking their best 
at all times, otherwise they just become dust collectors and add 
nothing to the freshness of a home. Many will take to being 
washed on a regular basis, and there are special products for 
carrying this out. There are also scents available for artificial 
flowers. Various brands sell a scent likened to a flower shop, 
which provides a clever way to top up the gentle power of 
scent. I often combine fresh foliage with artificial flowers, to 
make arrangements look more realistic, and it is a natty way 
to make a small bunch of flowers look more impressive. Changing 
the water that flowers sit in sounds an obvious task, but it really 

prolongs the life of blooms, 
and avoids stagnant water 
becoming part of the 
background of a home. 

Some prefer scented sticks, 
rather than candles, and these 
are also very useful if you 
worry about leaving lit 
candles around the home. This home-scent idea benefits from 
having the sticks turned on a regular basis, but, as with lily pollen, 
the oil used can stain furniture, so take care not to flick the ends 
of the sticks or allow the oil to run down the side of the container. 

Another useful addition to a home can be a light bulb lamp 
diffuser. These are very effective. Fragranced oil is simply dropped 
onto the stone ring and, once the light is turned on, it heats up on 
top of the light and exudes a light perfume. 

If you like scented bedlinen, perhaps try the soap idea I have 
already mentioned, or use one of the many scented linen waters 
available. Airing sheets in the garden really helps to give bedlinen 
fresh scent and it is a free gift from nature. Think about taking 
favourite throws out into the fresh air on a regular basis - a simple, 
yet instant, way to freshen everything up. 

Always buy products specially produced for bedlinen, as 
ordinary room scents can stain bedlinen. The best room scents, 
are those that are clear and mist very lightly. The easiest way to test 
these is to spray the room scent and walk through it; if you can feel 
the scent it could be marking surfaces in your home. 

I have always found the more complex combination of scents 
gives an overall freshness to a home in preference to the heady 
single perfumes. It is all a matter of preference, but be discerning 
to find the scent you want, to complement the look and feel of 
the very special place you call home. ► 


It is advisable not to use scented 
candles on a dining table, so as not 
to confuse the enjoyment of food 
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE Interior designer 
Rita Konig's latest favourite is Jo Loves 
White Rose & Lemon Leaves, "It is such 
a bright and clean scent just perfect in the 
bedroom or a sitting room". Part of the new 
venture by Jo Malone. £95, joloves.com 
Helen Green candles are designed to reflect 
the luxurious, liveable spaces created by this 
notable design house. Enjoy the scent of 
green tea, lemon, rose, jasmine, lily of the 
valley and a mere hint of vanilla. £38, 
helengreendesign.com. Next to the candle 


is designer Joanna Wood's favourite room 
fragrance. "As a lifelong tomato-holic I was 
delighted to find this fresh and distinctive 
scent. It's not too sweet and has a crisp and 
clean undertone of tomato leaves, which is 
very recognisable." d'Orsay Room Spray 
Feuilles de Tomate, £48, joannawood.co.uk 
Raymond Blanc lends his discerning taste 
to every element of the world-famous 
Le Manoir hotel in Oxfordshire. The 
bedrooms are subtly scented with 
Branche d'Olive lavande scented sticks. 









Add the final important layer of scent with Mary Carroll's suggested sources 


LEFT TO RIGHT 
Albarello painted 
ceramic jar containing 
200g of pot pourri. 
£100, Santa Maria 
Novella 

Cologne & Cotton is 
an excellent source 
for lesser known 
home-fragrance 
brands from Portus 
Cale to Geodesis. 
Shown here is the 
Dr Vranjes collection, 
from £49.50 for 
200ml of scent and 
reed diffuser. 

Using extra fine oils, 
and a secret 
ingredient to extend 
the burning time, 
Ormonde Jayne 
candles come in 
a variety of scents. 

Set of four mini 
candles, £68, 
Ormonde Jayne 


LAMPE BERGER Developed in France to create 
cleaner air through a purifying perfumed system, 
over the years the company has developed ever more 
luxurious containers with an interiors bent. The oils 
used to create the clean air offer wonderful scents. 
lampeberger.co.uk 

TRAPP CANDLES A popular American brand sold 
through several websites here in the UK. The selection 
of scents is very good and the candles are very well 
priced for the quality. A particular heady favourite 
is Fresh Cut Tuberose. 

SANTA MARIA NOVELLA This is one of the oldest 
pharmacies in the world and emanates from Florence. 
Its potpourri is legendary and would make the perfect 
gift for those who love the best in scented accessories. 
Visit the shop in Walton Street, London, to really 
experience these sophisticated perfumes. 

BAOBOB A seriously glamorous brand of candles 
for your present wish list. The glass holders are hand 
blown and made with hand'poured natural wax. The 


large size, with five wicks, has a high price tag yet lasts 
for an age. My particular favourite scent is Wild Grass, 
a combination of cedar with citrus and tarragon herbs. 
baobabcollection.com 

ORMONDE JAYNE Located just off Sloane Square 
in London, and available online; step into a world of 
extraordinarily beautiful scents. This perfume house 
works with many notable interior designers, including 
Katharine Pooley, to create perfect combinations for 
interiors. The set of four small candles, for £68, is 
an excellent introduction to this compelling brand. 
ormondejayne.com 

DR BECKMANS HARDWOOD AND PARQUET 
FLOOR CLEANER This product has a very good 
scent, and cleans wood floors to perfection. It can be 
found in all good supermarkets. 

BLOOM Find a good stock of silk flower wash here, 
together with a whole range of scents for artificial 
flowers to help bring blooms to life. 
bloom.uk.com ■ 
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FOR WHERE TO BUY SEE ADDRESS BOOK 


PHOTOGRAPHS P122, P123 MICHELLE GARRETT 



I OANNA wool 


, A 'visit to leading interior designer Joanna 
^Wood’s unique, eponymous shop is a feast 
j^for the sens6$. Invaluable for interior inspiration, 
ideal for Christmas presents, and curated 
with a creative eye, it offers everything for the 
well-dressed home, including alluring fabrics 
and wallpapers from .Lewis & Wood. 


f iNEWPUBIi^^TlO^INfElRiqRS PdP LIVIN^ 

^ Thetr^st-have ititerusr design bookirom Joanna^ Wood^|^ljQFilliant r 
^^Ctool teiy»a«^one j^eeking’^guidfeince, from an experienced design 
H ^rcyf&Bsiona|^, theUSook provicjes a wealth of original *^d insightful 
<^i^igii ideas through sturijii^^ phplogfaphp'of hothe deSigit' projects 
and^wacti^l advice based on 30 yearj of .ig^terioi^s e'xpe^tise. 
Interiors For Living, £50, available to buy now from th^^oanna 
. Woodlshpp as well as on^ne at www.joannawood.co.uk w 


Joanna Wood Ltd 48A Pimlico Road, London SWIW 8LP 


020 7730 5064 joannawood.co.uk 







COTSWOOD FINE FURNITURE 


Tel: 01386 7001 10 Blockley, Gloucestershire www.cotswood.com 


TRULY BESPOKE, 
CAREEULLY MADE 
AND HONESTLY PRICED 















Make the most of the season, with ideas 
for colourful crafts, indulgent bakes and 
glorious additions to the garden 


T his is the time of year, with the sleepy 

November light and nature winding down, 
that it is easy to imagine there is little to 
do in the garden. In fact, there is plenty 
to do, both to create a lovely scene in the present 
and planning ahead for future displays next year. 

Paul Cook, curator at RHS garden Harlow Carr, in 
Yorkshire, explains that it is possible to plant a cheery 
border. “Winter heathers, such as Erica earned, offer 
lots of colour. Look for cultivars with the RHS Award 
of Garden Merit (ACM), as they are proven varieties 
that perform well in most gardens.” For those of us 
who mourn the absence of summer's floral scents. 
Cook suggests planting mahonias, which, in mild 
November weather, send up bright yellow spikes of 
flowers and fill the air with a heady scent akin to lily of 
the valley. Camellias are known as a spring flower but 
they can provide a winter show. Cook reveals, “There 
is a group of autumn and winter flowering camellias 


that flower at this time of year and lift the spirits.” 

Small trees can enhance the winter landscape with a 
bold injection of colour: the mountain ash tree Sorbus 
‘Pink Pagoda’ will illuminate a garden backdrop with 
its clusters of pink berries surrounded by blue foliage. 
Cook points out that it is well proportioned for small 
gardens. Alternatively, to enjoy winter fruit, crab apple 
Malus ‘Evereste’ provides a crop through early winter. 

A general garden tidy up is advisable at this time 
of year. The cuttings collected from pruning shrubs 
and trees are timely fuel for bonfire night (check for 
hedgehogs before lighting). Cook says, “Don’t rush 
to cut down herbaceous plants, especially grasses. 
Leave the skeletal stems as long as possible to provide 
structure in the garden and shelter for wildlife.” 

Looking ahead. Cook advises, “It's the perfect time 
to plant tulips, as planting any earlier increases the 
risk of 'tulip fire' attacking bulbs, so the colder month 
of November is an ideal planting time.” ► 


ABOVE RHS garden 
Rosemoor in Great 
Torrington, Devon, is 
a wonderful place to 
visit this autumn to 
gather ideas for the 
garden. Plants and 
trees display beautiful 
colours and there are 
lots of events held 
throughout the 
season. For more 
details, visit rhs.org. 
uk/gardens/rosemoor 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 

TOP This glorious 
mass of orange 
berries comes from 
Pyracantha Saphyr 
Orange syn 
'Cadange'. The 
berries, which are 
nestled in glossy 
leaves, help feed the 
birds in winter. 

For a punch of vibrant 
pink in the winter 
garden, plant the 
camellia Sasanqua. 
Little can compare 
with the incredible 
colours of Japanese 
Maples. This example 
is Acer palmatum 
'Osakazuki'. 

The purple spires of 
liriope offer a pretty 
carpet of colour. 




Autumn place names 

Enhance a bonfire soiree or winter dinner 
party with the bright colours of autumn by 
incorporating leaves into table decorations. 
Showcase nature’s leafy crown jewels in ruby 
red, fiery orange and golden yellow, and create 
place names using a selection of coloured 
leaves. A metallic pen will show up in an 
eye-catching fashion against the colours of the 
leaves, (the pens can be found in good craft 
shops). Take time to smartly edge around the 
leaves and neatly write each guest’s name. 

To avoid the arrangement seeming a little 
haphazard, group or layer several leaves on top 
of one another, in order of size. Tie the stems 
together with a brightly-coloured silk ribbon 
in a contrasting colour, to complement the 
leaves and add a finishing touch. For further 
effect, metallic-edged leaves could be used in 
various other ways across the rest of the table, 
as matching coasters, wrapped around cutlery 
tied with ribbon and to label different dishes 
or puddings, for example. 


ABOVE This leafy place setting looks particularly 
handsome against dark purple table linen. 






Leaf printing 

Leaf print is a versatile, classic pattern that 
adds a characterful sense of movement to 
schemes. This time of year offers the 
chance to create unique hand^printed 
designs, with very little effort at all. There 
are several ways to print leaves onto fabric. 
The easiest method is to use fabric paint, 
which also allows the flexibility to print the 
leaves in any colour. Use a sponge roller to 
apply paint onto the leaf, place the leaf 
painUside down onto the fabric with a 
piece of paper on top, then use a clean 
roller to roll across the paper slowly and 
carefully to make sure the fabric picks up 
all the details of the leaf. 

Alternatively, to capture a faded variation 
of the natural colour of the leaf, use the 
‘hammer’ method. Position a piece of card 
underneath the fabric, arrange the leaf 
where desired on the fabric, and fold the 
material over on top of the leaf. Next place 
another piece of paper on top of the fabric 
and use a small hammer to hammer away 
at the surface. To successfully print the leaf 
design onto the fabric, make sure to 
hammer methodically and cover the whole 
area of the leaf with an even pressure. The 
print will initially be rather wet, so once 
the material is dry, steam the fabric to 
ensure the colour is set (although be aware 
the colours may fade slightly over time). 

RIGHT Leaf printing creates original family 
napkins. BELOW Press a variety of different 
shapes and sizes of leaves in an old book. 




Pressing leaves 

Dried, pressed leaves can be displayed in multiple ways, 
from simply framing a single leaf to creating a mobile. The 
colours are wonderful at catching the light when softly lit, 
so pressed leaves work particularly well used as decoration 
around the outside of a candle holder or transparent 
lampshade. When pressing leaves, to get the best results, 
choose unblemished leaves, which are flat or supple enough 
so they can easily be flattened. Make sure the leaves are 
thoroughly dry or they will rot when pressed. Press in a cool, 
dry location, between wax paper, inside the pages of a heavy 
book, (make sure not to use a book that is precious, as 
staining can occur). If adding more than one layer of leaves, 
leave over 7cm of pages between the leaves. After closing the 
book, add plenty of weight on top with heavy items, such as 
other books, that will stop the leaves curling upwards. It will 
take two or three weeks for the leaves to dry. ► 
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Chocolate Port Shots 




Rich, indulgent and boozy, these chocolate 
and port shots make the perfect after 
dinner treat. 


Makes 6 

100g dark chocolate (60-70% cocoa 
solids), chopped 
100ml double cream 

1 tablespoon light muscovado sugar 
100ml port 

2 large egg yolks 


Topping 

75ml double cream 

1 level tablespoon icing sugar, sifted 

Vz teaspoon vanilla paste 

15g dark chocolate (60-70% cocoa 

solids), shaved with a vegetable peeler, 

to decorate 


60ml shot glasses or espresso cups 


20cm, square cake tin, lined with 
baking parchment 
Oiled palette knife 


• Put the chocolate, butter and golden 
syrup in a heatproof bowl suspended over 


• To make the shots, put all of the 
ingredients, except for the egg yolks, 

into a small saucepan set over a gentle heat 
and whisk until everything has melted. 

• Take the pan off the heat and leave 

to cool for a few minutes before whisking 
in the egg yolks. 

• Divide the mixture between the shot 
glasses or espresso cups and leave them 
to cool to room temperature before 
transferring them to the fridge for 

4 hours, or until completely set. 

• To make the topping, whisk the 
cream, icing sugar and vanilla together 
until stiff, but not dry, and top each port 
shot with a dollop of it. Scatter over 

a few chocolate shavings and return to 
the fridge until ready to eat. 


a pan of barely simmering water. 

Stir every now and then until everything 
has melted. 

• Remove the bowl from the heat and 
stir in the biscuits and marshmallows. 

• Pour the mixture into the prepared 
tin and use the palette knife to smooth 
over the top. 

• Once cool, pop it in the fridge to set 
for at least 2 hours. 

• Dust the top with icing sugar, remove 
from the tin and pull the sides of the 
baking parchment down before slicing 
the rocky road into 16 bite-sized squares. 


Tiffin 

Similar to rocky road, no-bake tiffin can 
be made following the instructions above, 
but substituting Rich Tea biscuits and 
marshmallows with digestive biscuits, 
cherries, raisins and Maltesers. ■ 


Rocky Road 

A decadent, and moreish, chocolatey 
delight for bonfire-night celebrations. This 
speedy recipe requires no baking at all, and 
it is possible to add a personal twist with 
extra nuts, different dried fruits or even 
some pieces of honeycomb. 


Makes 16 

200g milk chocolate, broken into 
pieces 

200g dark chocolate (60-70% cocoa 

solids), broken into pieces 

175g butter, cut into cubes 

75g golden syrup 

200g Rich Tea biscuits, broken into 

pieces 

200g mini marshmallows 
icing sugar, for dusting 


Tiffin variation 

200g digestive biscuits broken into 
pieces 

lOOg glace cherries, drained and 

halved 

lOOg raisins 

120g Maltesers, lightly crushed 


Recipes taken from the 
book Deliciously 
Chocolatey by Victoria 
Glass, photography by Dan 
Jones, £16.99, published 
by Ryland Peters & Small 
The recipe book is available 
to readers for the special price of £11.99, 
including postage & packaging, simply 
call 01256 302699 and quote the special 
reference code 'GLR EB8'. 
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Fireguards for stoves 





catalogue available 

01225 851577 

garden-requisites.co.uk 


Handmade in Britain 


GARDEN 

REQUISITES 





Redfield’s make the highest quality lead planters, cisterns, fountains. 
See online now and contact us for your bespoke planter or water feature 


Redfields.co.uk 02392 870000 sales@redfields.co.uk 



Hand cast lead signs are unique to every eustomer. 

They’re easily attached to a wall, gate and can bend to a curved wall or tree. 
Online shop open - leadsigns.co.uk - brochure 02392 870000 



IRELAND • CHANNEL ISLANDS • EUROPE 


+44(0)1476 564433 


www.valegardenhouses.com 







1 



Choose this winning school for your 
online interior or garden design course 


Don't miss out on our 3 month online courses! 


Share ideas with other students on our 
Inchbald forums and achieve the garden 
or living space of your dreams. 


Brand new online courses ‘Designing 
your own garden’ & ‘Design your own 
living space’. 


Courses cost £1200 inc VAT and they 
start this January. 


4 hours study per week and personal 
guidance from a professional. 



In association with: 


PRIFYSGOL 


UNIVERSITY 


ooo 


inchbald 

ESTABLISHED 1960 


020 7630 9011 | sharon.gardens@inchbald.co.uk | www.inchbald.co.uk 







Mrs Minerva Writes... 
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THE FANTASY 
HOUSE GAME 

Passionate about quintessential English 
customs, our incognito columnist reminds us 
to do the best things in life in the most elegant 
fashion, always with a twinkle in her eye 


BELOW RIGHT 
The film The Holiday 
provides a little 
escapism, with 
a romantic plotline 
following two women 
who swap houses 
to provide one 
another with the 
holiday home of 
their dreams. 


W hen others are feeling tired and stressed 
they go for walk, take a yoga class or 
reach for a large gin and tonic. I have an 
entirely different approach, and one that 
Mr M finds rather odd; I play my fantasy house game. 

There are a number of versions of this, from watching 
films with extraordinary interiors, to giving myself an 
imaginary life and visiting the property portals to find 
a house that would be perfect for my invented persona. 

I know it sounds a little odd, but it is enormous fun and 
perfectly safe - probably more so than even yoga, where 
one definitely runs the risk of a pulled muscle. 

So far this week, I have imagined myself as a single 
twenty^something in need of a oneTedroom apartment 
in Bath, a mother of six who would like to move to the 
Cornish coast, and, perhaps most surprisingly, a mother 
of two young children desperate to live on the edge of a 
small city. The perfect thing about my little game is that 
I do not even have to live in the 21st century. Sometimes 
I pretend I am living in Georgian times and will only look 
at properties from this period. 

Of course, I have to squint a little to block out 
wide-screen televisions in drawing rooms, but it still 
has a rather calming effect. I think of it as my personal 
meditation exercise, and I believe the world would 
be a happier place if we all indulged. 

I am not alone in this. Myriad surveys have shown 
that many of us cannot resist looking in estate agents’ 
windows or logging on to property websites. And why 
not? It provides a glimpse into the way other people live. 
After all, many of us will watch a film simply to gaze 
at the beautiful interiors. 

I have a pile of DVDs I watch merely to admire the 
beautiful houses and to picture myself living in them. 

My first introduction to this was when watching High 


Society as a child. Others loved the songs, Grace Kelly’s 
stunning wardrobe or the hugely romantic plot, whilst I 
swooned over the beautiful swimming pool, the stunning 
interiors and the way everything was so blissfully tidy. 

It is surprising how many people feel similarly about 
houses on the big screen. I informally polled a number 
of friends and many admitted to doing just the same. 
Something^ Gotta Give, starring Jack Nicholson and Diane 
Keaton, scored really highly in my top-ten film interiors 
survey, and it is easy to see why. That Hamptons beach 
house is perfect in every way: the coastal colours, 
beautiful kitchen and sea views are designed to make one 
feel instantly calm. Mr M agrees, muttering something 
about life as a divorcee not seeming too bad at all as he 
enjoyed a bowl of home-made popcorn with a glass of 
something full-bodied and French. 

The mellow Gotswold-stone house in The Holiday 
- in which Gameron Diaz and Kate Winslet play a 
transatlantic game of house swap - makes me feel 
deliciously nostalgic, as it is so similar to a tiny cottage 
Mr M and I rented whilst we were waiting to move into 
our current house. I had to remove all traces of Mr M’s 
mother before I felt comfortable, so it ended up taking 
a full year. We were terribly 
happy, so, whilst I find the 
plot of the film rather 
desperate, I do often watch it 
with the sound off simply so 
I can remember the romantic 
days of my early marriage. 

Mr M, on the other hand, 
has very different memories 
of the little place, recalling 
with a grimace how he was 
forever bumping ^ 
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Mrs Minerva Writes... 


his head on the low ceilings and having to squeeze into 
the most miserly of baths. 

I also loved the house in Practical Magic, starring Nicole 
Kidman and Sandra Bullock as sorcery sisters. 

I particularly like the kitchen, from which I have taken 
much inspiration. The dark wood floor and cream Aga 
cooker are almost exactly the same as my own, and I do 
not think it is a coincidence. Mr M, meanwhile, has 
always found the idea of covens of beautiful witches 
a rather beguiling prospect. 

When the children were last home they insisted we sign 
up for Netflix, something I was rather against - Mr M 
needs no more excuses to stay glued to the sofa. As with 
so many things, however, I gave in and have to admit 
I have become hooked on some rather interesting 
programmes, or ‘shows’ as the children call them. 

My absolute favourite interiors are to be found in 
House of Cards, starring Kevin Spacey and the incalculably 
elegant Robin Wright. The house is quite stunning. 
Pared-down in its design and with amazing use of 
neutrals, it is the perfect example of stylish living. I 
found the plot complicated, but the kitchen and den 
were amazing and I ended up painting our drawing room 
in exactly the same shade as the bedroom. 

Of course, I do love my house and really cannot 
imagine living anywhere else. But, rather like taking a 
holiday to make one appreciate what one has, playing the 
fantasy house game is a break from reality, and it leaves 
me feeling rather tranquil and relaxed. 

Mr M’s taste in films is a little different from mine - 
more James Bond-style spy adventure than romantic 
comedy. From the battered leather armchair in his study, 
he imagines pushing a first edition of Izaak Walton’s The 
Compleat Angler on the bookshelf to reveal a hidden 
stairway down to a secret bunker replete with gadgetry. 

When he conjures up his dream house he does not 
dwell on the best choice of kitchen flooring or the pick of 
the wallpapers for the drawing room. Rather, I suspect he 
is drawn to the need for a helicopter launch pad that rises 
from the M-shaped pool. This would allow for a quick 
getaway, whether it is to rescue a fair damsel from the grip 
of a cackling villain, intent on world domination, or to 
escape my demands that the oil-tank levels be checked. ■ 



BLISSFUL REVERIE 

Indulge dreams and fantasies with the 
help of these useful resources 

LANDMARK TRUST 

Taking a break in an amazing house is always a balm to the senses, 
and it is well worth looking at the unusual properties available via 
the Landmark Trust. Stay in a castle or lighthouse or pick one of the 
properties in the inspiring interiors section of the website and you 
are sure to have a wonderful trip. The Trust advertises properties 
from £10 per person per night, so it will not break the bank. 

Ian dm a rktrust. org.uk 


PRIME LOCATION 

I honestly do not know how property addicts managed before 
Prime Location came onto the scene. I have spent many happy 
hours searching for my fantasy house and, dare I admit it, nosily 
looking inside houses I have seen from the street. Often, if I see a 
for sale sign I will pop on to Prime Location to have a quick peak at 
how someone has done their kitchen or whether the bedrooms are 
as poky as they seem from the outside. Mr M strongly disapproves 
of this habit and sighs loudly when he sees me indulging in such 
vicarious behaviour. Although it does play to his MIS fantasies. 
primelocation.com 


I n hi hxi riih h. * 

I Miaiuijiife 

commli:at 

ANGLER 



LEFT A classic tome 
that ought to adorn 
the bookshelves of 
any keen angler, or 
gentleman spy. 

The Compleat Angler, 
£14.99, Oxford 
University Press 


MEMORABILIA 

If one cannot quite stretch to buying the 
private island or house in the Hamptons from 
a favourite film, then one can instead own a 
piece of memorabilia, to help the daydreaming 
experience. An excellent place to look for such 
items is LAPADA, the Association for Art and 
Antiques Dealers. I currently have my eye on 
a vintage James Bond poster for Mr M's study. 
Iapada.org 
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HINSON 

Custom Made Timber Products 



certass’ 


Creating true one-off produets sinee 1984 
Windows / Doors / Stairs / Furniture ... Exaetly how you want them 

01908 516333 | info@hinsoncustommade.co.uk | www.hinsoncustommade.co.uk 





Peppercorn 

House 

Fine furniture, Fabrics 
& Wallpapers 



We offer a beautiful range of 
soft furnishings, upholstery 
& accessories. The perfect 
combination with our stunning 
furniture, lovingly hand painted 
in our workshop. 

Thinking of selling? 

Take our Interior design and 
property staging services to ensure 
you are market ready and achieve 
full market value, and you have 
everything you could want all in 
one place. 


Beautiful soft furnishings, 
upholstery and fine furniture. 




01325 788245 or 07961 967070 
www.peppercornhouse.com 
Hurworth Grange, 

41 Hurworth Road, 

Hurworth Place, 

Darlington DL2 2BN 



To experience furniture at its finest visit us in store 
0191237 1303 WWW.DELCOR.CO. UK 



Aovance tickets & bulk dis( 
01487 814800 


rntsTrom 


HAJFIELD HOUSE 


(0)¥®r 


!l[lli[lT©l 


INCLUDING; CRAFTS, GIFTS, 
PS"'^i5<QUIJ|I^E PRESENTS 


FE^I^4ili!S!EiRtAINM£NT, G<ilFT SHOP, 




rAULlYAIME) 


RETAILEI^S, COACH HOUSE 
ING, DROP IN FLORAL 
lER CHRISTMAS 








Thursday 26*^, Friday 27*^, Saturday 28*^, Sunday 29*^ November 15 
ll^^KAdults £6.0^accompanied children (under 16) free 


Supporting 



J Hayden carpets has over 20 years experience in the nnaking 
of bespoke rugs in Sisal, Seagrass and Coir. 

Natural rugs can be bordered with a range of cotton tapes. 

Sannples on request. 


NORTHUMBERLAND I LONDON I HARROGATE I LINCOLNSHIRE I CHESHIRE 


TEL 01424 431809 

EMAIL tracey.haydeni 2@btinternet.com 
WEB www.haydencarpets.org.uk 


J Hayden Carpets 







ADDRESS 

BOOK 



ALE 4 NOVEMBER 

Ensure interiors are merry and bright this Christmas with the 
help of our December issue, filled with the joys of the season, 
from gift ideas to hosting heart-warming gatherings 

• Step inside four inspirational homes decorated for Christmas 

• Create an inviting scene with Mary Carroll's elegant festive details 

• Discover our team's seasonal essentials for stylish gatherings 

PLUS: we reveal the best stockings, cakes and more 

theenglishhome.co.uk 


Anton 8c K 

Tel 07875 911776 

antonandk.co.uk 

Ashton Gower Antiques 
Tel 01451 870699 

Branche d'Olive 
branche-dolive.com 

Common Good 
commongoodandco.com 

Diptyque 

Tel 0800 840 0010 

diptyqueparis.co.uk 

Eden Clay 

Tel 01277 624966 

edenclay.co.uk 

The Fountayne Interiors 
Tel 07791 081691 
thefountayne.com 

Hermione Young 
House Interiors 
Tel 01 985 841674 

Holland 8c Sherry 
Tel 020 7352 4798 
interiors.hollandandsherry.com 

Lyn Le Grice Interior Designer 
Tel 01 736 364193 

nu:builds 

Tel 020 7731 6841 

nubuilds.com 

Prestbury Upholstery 
Tel 01242 210200 
prestburyupholstery.com 

Rubelli 

rubelli.com 

Senso 

Tel 020 8969 0183 
sensofloors.co.uk 

WF Curtis Ltd 
Tel 01985 215557 
wfcurtis.co.uk 
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Follow us on Twitter, @englishhometeam, and 
Pinterest, at pinterest.com/theenglishhome 




Directory 


To advertise call +44 (0) 207 349 3700 or email: info@chelseamagazines.com 


ACCESSORIES ■ ACCESSORIES 

My Leather Manbag | BLUE & WHITE 

CHINA BY MAIL 



A gift to remember; 
the Mustang Crazy Horse 
Briefcase (£99) - a classic 
design that will last. 


Constructed from the finest leather its 
16 inch length makes it perfectly sized for 
day to day use. 

Our reviews speak for themselves: 

“Old School Ouality. Delighted with it. Many 
comments passed about it including that it must 
have cost a fortune. ” Les T. 

Free delivery 


Contact 0333 1234 104 
www.myleathermanbag.com 

ESSO Rl ES 



Spode Indian Sporting Jug 

Antique, collectable and new china for 
dining, kitchen, bathroom & gifts. 
Spode, Burleigh, Portmeirion, Johnson 
Bros & Churchill specialists. 

We ship safely and quickly worldwide. 

www.blueandwhite.com 

Lovers of Blue & White EH23 Steeple 
Morden, Royston, SG8 ORN, England 


Tha linfrAt quallity and widasi range of carpet bags available today are 
piwfuced and well made by crafta people In England. Llnlgi>e bags thst 
ere limeless classics any owner would be proud to assess. 
Strong yet llghtweighl these hardwearlng bags, made from reel 
tradilionai paltemed carpeh make' wonderfijl gilta. 


(iff (//f 



Made in England 

, Buy online at 


wwvy.£^roetDa^iCbpK 


+44 [0)1 379 607690 


Visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk 



CRAFTSMANSHIP 


ACCOMMODATION 


BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 


BEDROOMS 


Years 


British 


REVlVAf 

‘^g^asBEDS 


Clare House 


May we invite you to stay in our award winning hotel, located in the coastal resort 
of Grange over Sands, overlooking the picturesque coastline of Morecambe Bay and 
within easy reach of the Lake District. Enjoy a cosy winter break, relax by a real log 
fire and enjoy our Winter Bird Offer. Nov. 1st - Dec. 14th Any 4-night break from 
£286.45 pp D,B&B”, or Any 3-night break from £233.10 pp, DB&B. 

H ^ Road, Grange-over-Sands, LAll 7HQ ^ 

Inspectors' Choice Hotel Tel. 015395 33026. www.clarehousehotel.co.uk 


Hand-crafted to 
last for a lifetime 

i8 bed designs available in any size 

• Free delivery and installation 

• Money back promise 

• 10 year guarantee 

Request a brochure... 

01777 869 669 

www.revivalbeds.co.uk 


zzz 


For more information visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk When calling the UK from North America 
dial the country code '01 1 44' and drop the first '0' in the UK phone number 

















The Lennon Tree Coffee House 

Craft studios and Willow Products Shop 

Guided Tours 

Outside Classroonn 

Unique Basket Museum 

Wetlands Exhibition 

Willow & Wetlands Walks 


DAYS OUT 


Coates English Willow 


Meare Green Court, Stoke St Gregory, Taunton, TA3 6HY 
www.englishwillowbaskets.co.uk 


FLOORING SERVICE 


Wood floors? 


Complete 
treatment in a day 


Discover and explore 
a hidden industry 


> Extremely quick drying. 


+44 (0)1296 481 220 

www.osmouk.com 


osmo 


)T 


Polyx Oil Rapid provides a professional 
finish in double quick tinne. 


> TWO coats in a day. 

> Polyx Oil for wood, cork 
and OSB floors. 

> Highest coverage of any oil 
on the market. 

> Satin or matt finish. 


Call or visit 
the web for 
stockists. 


FLOORING SERVICE 


FLOORS of STONE 



FURNITURE AND JOINERY 




THE HANDMADE 
SOFA COMPANY 


All of our furniture is hand built to order in the UK using the 
finest quality fabrics and leathers. Choose from an extensive 
rangeof standard contemporary and traditional models, 
including different Chesterfield styles and chaise longues. 

All models can be made-to-measure to suit individual 
requirements using one of the UK's widest choice of leather 
and fabric. All standard furniture is normally delivered to UK 
mainland within 6-8 weeks from order time. 



TEL: 01258 841414 

www.handmadesofacompany.co.uk 

The Handmade Sofa Company, Unit 4, Manor Farm Business Centre, 
Gussage St Michael, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 5HT. 


For more information visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk When calling the UK from North America, 
dial the country code '01 1 44' and drop the first '0' in the UK phone number 
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FURNITURE AND JOINERY 



GIFTS AND FURNISHINGS 


Makers of Fine Leather Furniture / “ 

for Generations ^ 


Great British 
Furniture 




VINTAGE CHESTERFIELD 3 SKATER SOFA 

WAS £1799 - NOW ONLY £U99 


• British Standard tested and approved •Made in our own UK 
factory •Direct from the factory prices • 21 day money -back 
promise • 2 year construction guarantee 

To view our entire range or to order your free colour brochure 

call 01443 771222 or visit www.thomaslloyd.com 



GIFTS AND FURNISHINGS 



Doris & Co Creamware mugs and homewares. 

Gifts beautiful, dutiful and wise. 

We pack, wrap, send with your message. 

Christmas sorted. 


www.hihosilver. co.uk 

tel 01460 221 006 
(also available in stores 
at Dorchester and Sherborne) 



12% off. Enter code EH1215 at checkout (exp. 24/12/15). 


Made in England 
www.dorisandco.co.uk 

FREE P&P until 24th December 
with code EH12* 

* Excludes gift wrap, available at £3.95. 
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GIFTS AND FURNISHINGS 


TILES 






EVEI\SLEY 
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PUBLISHERS ■ PUBLISHERS 


Austin Macau ley 

i IL A I I C -I4 I £ -s I r nh 

LOOiClNG TO BE PUBLiaiED? 

Submissions and 
samples welcomed. 


All work considered, 
no agent required. 


m 
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To advertise in the 
English Home 
please call 

+44 ( 0 ) 20 7349 3700 
or email: info® 
chelseamagazines.com 


LONDON 

PUBLISHER 

WILL ARRANGE 
PUBLICATION OF 
YOUR BOOK 

Printing works also undertaken 
Letter only in the first instance to: 
The Editor, New Millennium 
34 South Molton Street 
London W1K5RG 

www.newmillenniumpublishers.com 


SERVICE 



Oakmont 

Asset & Content Register 


Keep your assets secure 
& your household contents safe 


http;//oa kmont.co-uk/Oa kmontAR 



For more information visit us at www.theenglishhome.co.uk When calling the UK from North America, 
dial the country code '01 1 44' and drop the first '0' in the UK phone number 


























ENGLISH 

HOME 'Celebrating the esset 


cunts 


TONE 


ARTISTS & ILLUSTRATORS 

Provides inspiration and practical 
advice for artists of all abilities, 
whether you’re a professional or a 
beginner pursuing a new hobby. 

Only £37.95 for 1 year (usually £66) 


THE ENGLISH HOME 

Discover how to achieve classic, 
elegant looks for your home with 
decorating insights from leading 
interior designers. 

Only £37.50 for 1 year (usually £54.50) 


THE ENGLISH GARDEN 

Enjoy the most beautiful gardens, brought 
to life through stunning photography 
and captivating text from gardening 
professionals and plantspeople. 

Only £37.50 for 1 year (usually £59.50) 




NEW TO 
CRUISE? 


titaS 


DISCOVER BRITAIN 

From fairytale cottages and castles to 
countryside and coastline, plan your next 
British adventure or simply enjoy our 
nation’s wonderful heritage. 

Only £19.50 for 1 year (usually £33) 


CRUISE INTERNATIONAL ^ 

Whether you’re a first-time or V 
experienced cruiser, explore far-flung, 
exotic destinations and find inspiration 
for your next dream holiday. 

Only £15.95 for 1 year (usually £33) 


SUBSCRIBE TO ANY OF THESE BEAUTIFUL MAGAZINES 


& SAVE UP TO £28 / 


SAVE OVER £28 


SAVE £1 7 


SAVE £22 


'STYLE 


ch colours* Shaker kitchens • Smer 


Tmhrooms 


SAVE OVER £13 


NEW! SPECIAL 33-PAGE LONDON SUPPLEMENT INSIDE 


Farewell Downton 

Jessica Fellowes looks back 
at Downton Abbey's 
greatest moments 


ORDER NOW AT WWW.CHELSEAMAGAZINES.COM/CHRISTMAS 

or call +44(0) 1858 438 854 for The English Home, The English Garden and Discover Britain (quote code cmmxpis) 
and +44(0) 1795 592 810 for Artists & Illustrators and Cruise International (quote code xpi 5) 










THE ENGLISH HOME INSURANCE OFFER 


Great value, better cover: 
what could be simpler? 



To help you protect your home and garden and save you money, The English Honne 
has negotiated preferential rates with leading insurance brokers SmithGreenfield. 
High Value Home insurance cover can be very beneficial to readers whose homes 
are valued at over £250,000 or whose contents are worth more than £50,000 


R eaders of The English Home could 

save on their current premiums and 
improve the scope of their home 
insurance cover by changing to a specialist 
High Value Home insurance policy, via brokers 
SmithGreenfield. 

These policies can offer many benefits over 
a standard, high-street policy for readers whose 
home’s rebuilding costs are valued at over 
£250,000, or whose contents are worth more 
than £50,000. Claims are handled promptly and 
full accidental damage cover is included. 

We recommend readers to contact 
SmithGreenfield for a quotation before their 
present insurance policy expires. There is a good 
chance that the cover will be greater and the 
premium less than you currently pay. Plus, there 
is a special discount of up to 10 per cent for 
readers of The English Home. 

am delighted I moved my house insurance to 
SmithGreenfield* It has saved me over £2,000 
a year/* Mr PD, Hook, Hampshire 


SPECIAL BENEFITS 

• Specialist restoration & depreciation 
cover for antiques and fine art 

• Specialist cover for garden plants, 
furniture & statuary 

• Worldwide 'all risks' possessions cover 

• 'New for old' replacement 

• Agreed value settlements for 
valuable items 
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For a free quote or more information, tel: 0844 873 3919 
or visit WWW.smithgreenfield.CO.uk and go to the private clients’ page 


The English Home & Garden insurance offer is administered by SmithGreenfield Services pIc, who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 




Authentically 

ENGLISH 

Artist Nicola Grellier creates an assortment 
of colourful sewing kits to inspire people 
around the world to take up this traditional, 
therapeutic and accessible pastime 

W hilst some may have greatness thrust upon them, 
others are simply chivvied into great things by 
lifelong friends. The latter is true for artist Nicola 
Grellier, who went into business with Georgina 
Holt to set up Mad in England, a bespoke needlepoint kit 
company, where vibrant designs are created with a personal touch. 
“We’ve been friends since we were five,” explains Grellier, 
“Georgina had been watching me making patterns and pictures for 
my own amusement and bullied me into starting a business.” 

After Holt administered the necessary nudge in the right 
direction. Mad in England started to take form in 2011 and now 
offers a strong range of sewing kits and a bespoke design service. 

“The patterns started as an extension of my paintings,” says 
Grellier, who trained at Chelsea Art School in the 1980s and has 
been working as an artist ever since. “1 was doing a design of a bull 
and Georgina said, ‘come on, we can make a business out of this’.” 

With a love of needlepoint running in the family - Grellier’s 
mother taught her to sew and two of her daughters are currently 
employed within the business - needle and thread was the obvious 
choice of material for Grellier’s designs. “It’s very pictorial and 
graphic; it’s like making a painting or collage. It translates across 
the disciplines really obviously to me. It’s very therapeutic.” 

Grellier’s youngest daughter also provided the inspiration 
behind Mad in England’s ‘Love Pillows’, created from children’s 
writing and drawings. “We get a scan of a child’s drawing and then 
turn it into a piece that we send out completely finished. We trace 
the scan onto the canvas then we sew it. We use slightly different 
canvas for this, with more holes, so you can get more detail.” 

Since starting the business, Grellier continues to think of ways 
to expand the brand, but when it comes to sewing kits, the sky is 
(almost) the limit. “I’d love to Idesign] a huge one. The physical 
side is easy; it’s the timing - someone who wants to do something 
along the lines of the Bayeux Tapestry has got to commit!” ■ 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP The smallest kits take about nine hours to sew. 
Cushion pads are not included within the kits, but they do come with 
colour printed canvas, wool, a needle pack and instructions. 

The wool comes from Appletons, which has been trading for 180 years. 
A 2005 collage by Grellier, featuring a silhouette of a dog partially 
covering the words 'Made in England', inspired the company name. 
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The new ‘directory’ of 
award-winning Titan ocean 
and river cruise holidays 



WINNER OF 
19 AWARDS 


Over 100 superb ocean and river cruises all together in 
our new Cruise Compendium brochure and special offers 
on selected cruises if booked by the 30 November 2015!* 



Double onboard credit on selected 
Fred. Olsen holidays 

Savings up to £1 600 per person on 
selected itineraries 

Special offers for solo travellers 

Plus many morel 






SPECIAL OFFERS 

including double 
onboard credit 


SAVEUPTO£1600pp| DOOR TO DOOR 

and special offers for B VIP home transfers included 

solo travellers free on every holiday^ 


To request a brochure visit titantravel.co.uk or cal 

free on 0800 988 591 8 quoting EH3 6FC 


^Excludes Scottish islands and Sark. *T's & C's apply. Calls free from BT landlines, mobiles may vary. 
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SEE THE WORLD 
DIFFERENTLY 




The Dunshay chimneypiece in statuary marble with the 
Lorimer fire dogs, together with the solid English oak 
Bucknell table and Kemble stool 

From our unique collection of antique and reproduction 
chimneypieces, grates, lighting and furniture, available 
to view online and at our showrooms: 

London 

Jamb, 95-97 Pimlico Road, London SWIW 8PH 
T +44 (0) 20 7730 2122 

Los Angeles 

Jasper, 8525 Melrose Avenue, West Hollywood CA 90069 
T +1310 315 3028 


www.jamb.co.uk 


